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THE HON. R. THOMPSON (South
Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition)
[9.34 p.m.}: This is an Interesting piece
of legislation and I think it will clarify
many of the Acts and the responsibilities
of Ministers without causing any embarass-
ment to future Governments.

It will be recalled that when the Minis-
try of the present Government was sworn
in earlier this year no Minister for Rail-
ways was sworn in, which it was obliga-
tory to do under the Act. This was dis-
covered some weeks later, A Minister for
Transport had been sworn in, and in
normal circumstances I would agree he
would he the Minister responsible for all
forms of transport.

When we look at the Acts etc¢, relating
to Parliament, we find the Public Works
Act states that every railway shall be the
subject of an Act of Parliament and that
the responsible Minister will table a map,
and so on. The definition of “Minister”
in the Public Works Act states—

“Minister” as regards all public works
other than railways, and also as
regards the provisions of this Act
relating to the taking or acquisi-
tion of land required for railways,
and the making of claims for com-
pensation in respect of land taken
for railways and the settlement or
enforcement of such eclaims and
relating to all matters incidental
to the taking or acquisition of such
land as aforesaid and to eclaims
for compensation and the settle-
ment and enforcement thereof
means the Minister for Works ap-
pointed under this Act and also
any member of the Executive
Council acting as Minister for
Works; but as regards railways,
save and except as aforesaid,
“Minister” means the Minister for
Raflways and any Minister of the
Crown for the time being adminis-
tering the Government Railways
Act, 1904.

We find under the Public Works Act a
responsible Minister must be appointed,
but the verbiage I have just read does
not make much sense in any case because
the acquisition of land comes under the
Public Works Act, and one Minister deals
with the acquisition of land for the con-
struction of a railway but another Minis-
ter administers raillway operation. I hope

in time that section of the Public Works

Act will be tidied up.

I do not know whether zll the Acts
which specify Ministers at the present
time have been covered in the Bill now
before us, and I am certainly not going
to the trouble to look through all the Acts
of Parliament to find out whether they
contain such a provision.

I think the general provisions of the
Bill will be acceptable to everybody. When
Ministers are sworn in In the future, they
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will be given the portfolios allocated by
the Premier and will act responsibly in
those positions, I think that is a far
better arrangement than having a specific
Minister who may resign or die, or whose
portfolios may be changed, necessitating
swearing in other Ministers., This is a
departure from what we have been ac-
customed to. I raise no objectlion to it
whatsoever, but I hope the Government
has been careful! to cover all the Acts,
otherwise a few more Bills might come
forward, I support the legislation.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee, ete.
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

House adjourned at 9.46 p.m.

Leninlative Assembly

Tuesday, the 15th October, 1974

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chalr at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers,

SECOND AUSTRALASIAN
PARLIAMENTARY SEMINAR

Attenguntce of Delegutes

THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson): I
wish to advise the House that delegates to
the Second Australasian Parliamentary
Seminar have virtually completed the
Western Australlan portlon of thelr pro-
gramme, ahd will he our guests this even-
ing at dinner, Some rearrangement of
table seating may have to be meade fo
ensure that, as far as possible, one delegate
is seated at each table.

After dinner it is expected that most of
the delegates, from time to time, will be
watching our proceedings from the Speak-
er’s Gallery.

I propose, with the concurrence of mem-
bers, to leave the Chalr at 6.00 p.m. until
7.30 p.m. to enable those members who wish
to mingle with the delegates In the general
vicinity of the corridor and the bar to do
s0.

QUESTIONS (15): ON NOTICE
1. CITY FIRE STATION
Erection

Mr HARMAN, to the Chief Secretary:

(1) Are funds available this financial
year for the erection of the new
No. 1 City Pire Station?

(2) If not, why not?
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Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) No,

(2) Borrowing allocation available to

Fire Brigades Board for this fin-
ancial year is $500 000 which is
insufficient to enable this work
to proceed.

RAILWAYS
Interest Paymenis

Mr t’CRﬁN'E, te the Minister for Trans-
port:

In view of the high interest rates
currently being charged and the
crippling burden this imposes on
all facets of the economy, would
he please advise—

{(a) what is the sum of money
paid in interest by the
WAGR?

(b) what percentage of total
WAGR expenses does this
represent?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(a) For the financial year ended
30th June, 1974—$12 555 995,

(b) 14.95%

WATER SUPPLIES

Seabird, Green Head, and Leeman

Mr

CRANE, to the Minister for

Water Supplies:

1

2)

&)

(8]

2)

In view of the serious potable
water shortage in some c¢oastal
towns of the Moore electorate,
would he please indicate what
water boring has been done by
the Public Works Department for
supplies for—

{a) towm of Seabird in the Gingin
Shire;

(b) towns of Green Head and
Leeman in the Coorow Shire?

If the answer is "none” would he
please indicate when boring will
commence?

If water has been located, would
he indicate the quality and
qguantity of the supply?

QO'NEIL replied:
(a) None.

(b) Two hores have been drilled
and screened and one has
been pump tested. The sec-
ond bore will be pump tested
shortly.

(a) Funds for general under-
ground water exploration are
available but other priorities
will prevent a start at least
until late in the current fin-
ancial vear.

(b} Answered by (1) (h).

(3} (a) Answered by (1) {(a).

(b) Drilling and pump testing re-
sults to date indicate the
source should he adeguate
with respect to quantity and
quality for town supply pur-
poses at Green Head ang Lee-
man: however, a scheme to
supply both these townships
would involve 27 kilometres
of water main and would be
expensive.

ENERGY
Solar Farm Project

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:

(1) Is he aware of an award won by
a fifth-year student at Hollywood
Senior High School concerning
the possibility of establishing a
solar farm in Western Australia?

(2) Does he consider that the proposal
could be viable?

(3) Has the Fuel and Power Commis-
sion conducted investigations into
this type of energy source?

(4) If so, would he advise the result
of the investigations?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
{1) Yes.

(2) No, not at present.
(3) Yes.

(4) As a result of the investigations
it appears that this type of pro-
posal is not likely to be viable for
many years, despite current high
@il prices.

TRAFFIC CONTROL
New Authority: Proposals

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Transport:

How many individual proposals
for the setting up of a new traffic
authority have been considered by
the Government before a decision
was finally reached as prescribed
in the Bill currently before Par-
liament?

Mr Q'CONNOR replied:

Four different structures were
studied including the alternative
of doing nothing; in cther words,
letting the status quo remain,

TRAFFIC CONTROL
New Authority: Ezpenditure

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Traffic:
What is the anticipated expendi-
ture involved in setting up the
new traffic authority?
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Mr O'CONNOR replied:

The answer to this gquestion will
be given during the dehbate.

TRAFFIC CONTROL
Local Authorities: Police Takeover

Mr CARR, to the Minister for Traffic:

1> How many town and shire coun-
¢ils have handed over control of
traffic to the Police Department?

(2) How many town and shire coun-
¢ils still retain control of traffic
within their areas?

Mr O'CONNOR replied;

(1) 35 from 1955,
(2) 817.

8. FITZROY CROSSING HOSPITAL

Resiting

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for North-
West:

Further to my question 36 of 8th
October concerning the township
of Fitzroy Crossing—

(a) when was the approach to
the Australian Government
made concernhing financial as-
sistance for the resiting of the
hospital;

have the amounts sought (as
outlined in the answer to part
(4) (b) in question 36 of
8th October) from the Aus-
tralian Government for the
resiting of the hospital been
approved?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(a) The 6th June, 1974,
(h) Yes.

(b)

ALCOHOL AND DRUG
DEPENDENCE

Counselling end OQuipatient Cenire

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

(1) Has the Government asked the
Australian Government for finan-
cial assistance for the establish-
ment of a counselling service and
outpatient centre to deal with per-
sons suffering from alcohol or
drug abuse?

(2) If so—
(a) when was the request made;

(b) what is the nature of the re-
;mest including amount asked
or;

(¢} has a reply been recelved, and
if so, with what result?

10.
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Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) (a) The 21st August, 1974.

(b) Funds for rental of buildings,
furniture and equipment, staff
and incidental expenditure to
be contributed on the basis
90% Commgonwealth Govern-
ment, 10% (operating ex-
penses) or 5% and 2%
respectively (capital ex-
penses) Western Australian
Government,
The total
were—

extimated costs

$
Capital Expenditure 41500

Operating

Expenditure 147 766

$189 266

(¢) Verhal advice has heen re-
ceived that the proposal is
likely to be approved. Confir-
mation is expected within a
few days.

LAMB
I'mports from the Eastern States

Mr H. D, EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Does the Western Australian Gov-
ernment propose to amend the
existing legislation to ensure that
lamb carcases imported into this
State are inspected and branded
in accordance with the regquire-
ments set down for local lamb of-
fered for sale by the Lamb Mar-
keting Board?

(2) If so, when, and if not, why not?

Mr McPHARLIN replied:

(1) and ¢(2) Current Commonwealth
and State legislation makes ade-
quate provision for lamb carcases
imported into Western Australia
to meet health requirements.
Where lamb originates from a
registered export works it is
granted according to Common-
wealth Department of Agriculture
requirements which are currentiy
those adopted by the Western
Australian Lamb Marketing
Board.

Grading is not normally carried
out at non-export works.

The need for an overall provision
will be examined in the context of
new meat industry legislation
currently under consideration,
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11, TEACHING HOSPITALS
Bed and Outpatient Costs

Dr DADOUR, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

(1) What is the cost per bed per day
in each of the teaching hospitals
for September 19747

(2) What is the average bed stay per
in-patient in each of the teaching
hospitals for the year 1973-747

(3} What is the cost per out-patient
service in each of the teaching
hospitals for the year 1973-74?

Mr RIDGE replied:

Fremaotle King  Princess  Royal Sir
Hospita] Edward Margaret  Perth Charles
Memerial Hospital Hospital Gairdner
Haospital Hospital

(1) $79.02 §72.99 860,19 §89.41 $38.06
(2) 7-3days 7-1doys 6-Odoys *7-2 days 13-5 dova
(3) $9.55 812.21 $17.17 $14.27 $15.00

* Excluding Mi. Lawley annexe and Rehabililation
Hospital. Theaverage stay including alt cases Was 10- 7 days.

12. PRE-PRIMARY SCHOOL
CENTRES

Recruitment of Teachers

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education;

In view of the Premier’s answer
to my question 1 on Thursday,
10th October, advising the State
Budget proposes to allocate
$202 900 for the construction of
four new pre-primary school
centres—

(a) Is the Minister aware the
present policy of the State
School Teachers’ Union of
Western Australia is not to
enrol flve year old children
in 1975°?

(b) Where does he intend recruit-
ing the teachers hecessary to
staff the pre-primary school
centres?

{¢c) What qualifications will these
teachers need to possess?

(d) Will these teachers he part
of the Primary Division of
the Education Department?

(e) If (d) is “Yes” then what
action will the Minister take
against these or any other
teachers who comply with the
decision handed down at the
1874 teachers’ conference;
i.e.,, not to enrol or teach five
year old children in 1975?

13.

(f) If these new teachers are not
to be part of the Primary
Divislon (which means they
will not be eligible for mem-
bership of the WA State
School  Teachers’ TUnlon),
what will be thelr conditions
of employment?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(a) Yes.

(b) From outside the Education
Department, although any
departmental teacher with
the necessary qualifications
could apply.

(¢} Pre-school trained teacher
status.

(d) to (f) Discussions haye been
held with the headmasters of
the pilot schools and the
President of the Teachers'
Union. It is my intention
that discussions proceed in
an endeavour to resolve all
issues.

HEALTH AND COMMUNITY
WELFARE

Commonwealth Allocations

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

(1) What amounts of money will be
made available to this State dur-
ing the current financial year by
the Australian Government for
health, medical and community
welfare matters?

(2) Will he give details of the pro-
grammes for which the money will
be made available; i.e., each pro-
ject and the allocation?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) and (2) The following state-
ment marked “A” gives details of
Commonwealth grants for health
and medical matiers.

In respect of the Aboriginal health
programme and the dental heaith
programme, Commonwealth ad-
vice is awaited as to new projects.
Pending final advice funds have
been provided on the basis de-
termined in 1973-74,

The statement marked “B" gives
details of Commonwealth grants
for community welfare matters.
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Community Health Programme:

Locality

Country areas
State-wide
Mandurah
Busselton
Perth

Perth

Perth
Country arcas

Irraboena
Pyrton

(The following projects were previously funded
alcoholism and drug dependency programme):

Bentley
Inglewood

Armadale

Bassendean ...

Perth
Perth

Project,

Home care services ...

Social work service for geri-
atric services

Health centre
Health centre

Community psychiatric ser-
vices

Domieiliary care for retarded
children

Aids for training of mentally
deficient persons within the
home

Clinical teams
Clinic and Assessment Centre
Day activity centre ...

Qutpatient clinie

Qutpatient clinic/day centre/
special care day centre

Dorset Hostel—accomnmoda-
tion for the mentally handi-
capped

Milford Hostel

Graduate welfare

Research Assistant to under.
take statistical resesrch and
evaluation

Mental Health and Related Services Assistance Act :

Locality
Perth
Graylands
Graylands

Armadale
Middle Swan

Project

Recovery groups in WA

School of Numing, Mental
Health Services

Combined hoaspitals welfare
centre

Qutpatient clinic
Qutpatient ¢linie

Health Services Planning and Research Programme :
Clinica! epidemiclogy unit and community health information and statistics project

(78)

Principal items of
oxpenditure

Staffing, furniture and equip-
ment

Staffing

Staffing, premises, furniture
and equipment

Staffing, premises, furniture
and eguipment

Staffing
Staffing
Aids

Staffing

Staffing
Steffing

under the community mental

Staffing, premises, furniture
and cquipment

Premisos

Premises, furnituro and equip-
ment

Premises, furnituro and equip-
ment

Staffing

Staffing

Principal items of expenditure
Operating coats

Promises

Proemises

Premises
Premises
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Federal
Grants

]
39 846

26 730
248 543
215 391

43 200

54 212

5 850

31 683

30 704
13 145

8709 304

health,

129 060
454 500

91 500

210 000

19 170
6 390

$910 620

Federal
grants
8
22 600

5 400
27 000

250 000
250 000
$555 000

$110 000
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Funds made available by the Aus-
tralian Government for commun-
ity welfare matters are $1 996 500.
Tentative allocations for Aborig-
inal education hostels are as fol-
lows—

$

Charles Perkins Hostel—
Halls Creek—structural
improvements .
Gilliamia Host.el-—onslow
—structural improve-
ments .
Hamilton Hill Hostel—
structural improvements
Kalgoorlie Working Girls
Hostel—landscaping .
Morgunyah Hostel—Port
Hedland—structural im-
provements .
Nabberu Hostel—Leonora
—structural improve-
ments .

Oolanyah Hostel-—Marble
Bar—structural improve-
ments . .
Weerianna Hostel—Roe-
bourne-—structural im-
provements
Kyarrg
structural

115 000

100 000
4 000
6 500

60 000
72 000
67 000

100 000

Hostel;Cue;
improvements 50 000

$574 500

Assistance to deserted
wives .
Funds for operation of
soccial policy p]annmg
unit

1 402 000

20 000

ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

Cocikburn Air Pollution Study: Report

Mr

DAVIES, to the Minister for Con-

servation and Environment:
(1> Has the Cabinet sub-committee

(2)

1>
)

15.

Mr

yet completed its conslderation of
the Cockburn Air Pollution
Study?

When is it expected the report
will be tabled?

STEPHENS replied:
No.
Towerds the end of next week.

WATER SUPPLIES
Dunsborough and Quindalup
BLAIKIE, to the Minister for

Water Supplies:

(1>

Further to question 20 of 10th
October, would he provide details
of proposals to improve existing
water supply at Dunsborough?

2)

Can he advise who will undertake
the survey to assess feastbility of
the water scheme at Quindalup
and when it is expected that the
survey will be—

(a) commenced;
(b} completed?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

I

2)

QUESTIONS (8):

1.

$30000 has heen provided in the
1974-75 loan programme which
will be expended on upgrading
those areas of the Dunsborough
reticulation most in need of im-
provement.

The Public Works Department will
undertake a survey to assess the
feasibility of a water supply to
Guindalup.

(a) Programmed to commence
fleld survey late in this finan-
cial year,

(b) Some 2 months after com-
mencement,

WITHOUT NOTICE
CLOSE OF SESSION
Target Dale

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Premier:

Has the Premier declded upon a
target date for the closure of this
session of Parliament and, if so, is
he prepared to comment on what
that date will be?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

I have not at this stage declded
firmly on a target date, but I had
planned to discuss this matter
wlth the Leader of the Opposition
later in the week when I will be
able to give an Indication of the
number of Bills still to be Intre-
duced.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Thank you.

FUEL, ENERGY AND POWER

RESOURCES LEGISLATION
Claim of Misrepresentation and

Distortion

Mr MAY, to the Premier:

5]

2)

Was the Premier correctly report-
ed in The West Australion dated
the 10th October, 1974, wherein
it 1s stated that he informed 200
students at the Churchlands
Teachers' College that the fuel
legislation had heen the subject of

ltes, mlsrepresentation, and dis-
tortions?

Would he indicate If the alleged
ltes, misrepresentation, and dis-

tortions could be attributed to
State members of Parllament?
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If so, would he state those paris
of the legislation to which his alle-
gations refer?

With a view to clarifying the situ-
atlon in so far as Parliament and
the public are c¢oncerned, would
he table the review of the senlor
counsel as authorised by the Gov-
ernment?

CHARLES COURT replied:
Yes.

Misrepresentation and distortion
could be attributed to some of
them.

New sections 41, 46, 47, 55, and
56, t0 name some,

Not at this stage.

HOUSING AND BUILDING
SOCIETIES

Government Funds: Availability

Mr

HARMAN, to the Minister for

Housing:

Mr

I have given some notice of this
question, which s as follows—

(1> What funds are or wlll be
made available to the State
Housing Commission from—
(a) the State Government;
and

(b} the Australlan Govern-
ment,

during this financial year?

(2> Of these funds, what amounts
have heen or will be made
avallable to—

(a) the permanent building
socletles; and

{(b) the terminating bullding
socteties,

during this financial year?

(3) What was the position relat-
ive to the above during the
1973-74 financlal year?

O’NEIL replied:

(1) (a) $650000 for Aboriginal
housing and the commis-
slon has an authority to
ralse $2 million on the
skexg'll-governmental mar-

et.

() $35.44 million under the
Commonwealth and State

Housing Agreement.
Amounts available for
armed services housing
and aged pensioners’
dwellings are not final-
Ised.

{(2) (a) NiL.

(b) $16.87 million.
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(3) In 1973-74 the State Houslng
Commission was allocated
$3.95 million from the General
Loan Fund, Including a
$650 000 grant for Aboriginal
housing. The commission also
had an authority to raise $4
milllon on the semi-govern-
mental market.

In 1973-74 the Commonwealth
Government advanced $13
million for welfare housing,
$191 000 for armed services
personnel, and $307 000 for
aged pensioners’ dwellings.
In 1973-74 there was no allo-
cation to the permanent bulld-
ing socleties and the termin-
ating buildlng socleties were
allocated $3.9 million from the
amount advanced by the Com-
monwealth for welfare hous-
ing.

I could add that the figures glven

in relation to this financial year

include those amounts which this

State managed to cobtaln as a re-

sult of a meeting with the Federal

Minister in Canberra on Friday.

POLICE DIVISION AND
STATIONS

Wanneroo Shire

Mr NANOVICH, to the Minister for
Police:

(1) Are there any provisions for furth-

2)

(&3]

(4)

5

er police stations within suburbs
of the Shire of Wanneroo?

Alternatively, will a divislon he
established?

If a dlvision Is established, will it
be in the Wanneroo townsite?

What numbers will operate from
the division?

What Is the timing?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

I thank the honourable member
for some notice of the guestion,
the reply to which Is as follows—

(1) Not at present, but it is pro-
posed that police coverage will
be provided as housing pro-
jects develop and population
increases.

{2) A division has already been
established.

(3> Yes.
{4) At present, 11.

(5) Depending upon the avatlabil-
ity of personnel, police staif
will be increased as population
inecreases and the work load
Erows,
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MUJA POWER STATION
Exrxtensions
T. H. JONES, to the Minister for

Fuel and Energy:

In view of the concern being ex-
pressed In Collie regarding the
rumoured curtallment of the hulld-
ing extension programme to be
carried out at the Muja power
statlon, will he Kindly advise
whether the programme has been
reviewed and what are the alter-
atlons Involved?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

In view of the lack of necessary
loan funds which would be needed
to accelerate the installation of the
proposed Muja plant, work can
proceed only at a rate sufficlent to
cope with the anticipated load
growth. This will result In a delay
of about one year in the pro-
gramme,

MEAT

Beef and Sheep: Price Inquiry

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Consumer Affairs:

)

(2)

3

(4)

Has the Department of Consumer
Prgtection conducted an inquiry
into the present price of beef and
sheep meat In Western Australla,
with a view to determining the
price differential between the
amount being received currently
by farmers for their stock and the
price being pald by consumers in
butcher shops?

If so, are any of the margins of
profit heing made by stock farm-
ers, abattoir operators, wholesale
butchers, processors, or retail
butchers considered to be exces-
slve and to what degree?

If an Inquiry has been conducted
will he table a copy of the report?

If no inquiry has been made, will
he Initiate one?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

I thank the honourable member
for some notice of the question,
the answer to which Is as fol-
lows—

(1} No.

(2) and (3) Answered by (1).

{4) The complex lamb marketing
report found no evidence that
excessively high profits were
being made at the whelesale
or retall level. The inquiry in
the retail sector covered all
types of meat. Under the c¢ir-
cumsiances an expensive in-
quiry Is not justifled on the

7.

facts already at our gis-
posal. The lamb marketing
report 15 now beilng printed
and should soon be available
to all members.

CONSUMER PROTECTION

Shearing Implements: Withholding

Mr

McIVER, to the Minister for Con-

sumer Affajrs:

ey

(2)

L&Y

1)

Mr
(1
)
(3

Is he aware of any reports that
shearing hand pleces, cutters, and
combs are belng held in ware-
houses by firms who hope to take
advantage of possible price in-
creases?

If “Yes”, would he indicate the
ngmes of the firms and what
actlon he proposes to take to
have these items released on the
market?

If the answer to (1) Is “No", will
he have immediate inquiries
made?

If shearing hand pieces, cutiers,
and combs are avallable, will he
advise from what source?
GRAYDEN replied:

No.

Answered by (1),

and (4) Yes,

HOUSING AND BUILDING
SOCIETIES

Government Funds: Availability

Mr

HARMAN, to the Minister for

Housing:

Mr

My question is complementary to
my earller gquestion relating to
housing finance.
Notwithstanding the substantial
increases in funds which the Aus-
trallan Government has provided
for housing, is it also a fact that
the State Ministers for Housing,
including the Western Australlan
Minister, were informed at the
conference on Friday that If they
could Jjustify the expenditure of
further finance the Australian
Government would make that fin-
ance available to the State Gov-
ernments, including Western Aus-
tralia?

O'NEIL replied:

Let me say at the outset that the
Federal Minister for Housilng has
said repeatedly--—and the previous
Minister for Housing reiterated
his statement—that if the States
needed more money for housing
all they had to do was to ask.
The previous Goverhment applied
for and obtained $13 million
under the Commonwealth and
State Housing Apgreement for the
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1973-74 financial year. When we
became the Government I made
an applicatlon for $29 million,
taking the Commonwealth Min-
ister at his word. The allocation
to this State was $22.9 million,
and the other States were simil-
arly treated.

In other words, they did not re-
celve all the money they asked
for. At the Housing Ministers'
Conference held at Port Hedland
in June of thils year, the Federal
Minister was approached about
this matter. At that time he indi-
cated—and I use a phrase he fre-
guently uses—-that the Australian
Government stands ready to re-
ceive applications for additional
assistance.

On the occasion that we went to
Canberra, every State was asked to
supply to the Commonwealth full
detalls of its bullding programme,
together with information relative
to the employment situation in
the building industry, and the
capacity of the State to consume
more funds for housing. On that
basis, the total amount of money
sought by all the States was, in
round terms, an additional $150
miltlion. The Commonwealth
made available $75 million, of
which $50 milllon was specifically
for allocation to terminating
building socleties to hoost the
housing programme and the
bullding industry which Is in a
serious position. Of that sum of
money, Western Australia was
able to obtain $10 million, one-
fifth of all the money available
in that category. I will not go
through the little exercise as to
how we managed to come off so
well, but I must say that I could
not be unhappy about the amount
of money made available, having
regard for the size of the State.
We were nhot so well treated in
respect of the additional funds
we sought to maintain the
State Housing Commission’s own
programme which was in trouble
because of increased prices due to
inflation, We applled for some-
thing in the nature of $2.155 mil-
lion to maintain the programme,
allowing for increased costs, and
for $1.6 million for additional
work which we felt the State and
the commission had the power to
undertake. In respect of those
two undertakings, the State re-
ceived the sum—In round terms
again—of $2.6 million.

The situation that presently ob-
tains is that once again the
Commonwealth Minister has said
that the Commonwealth stands

Mr
Mr
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ready to consider further ap-
proaches from the States, and he
indicated that it was unlikely
there would be any variation at all
in the allocation for at least the
next two quarters, So at least
there is a possibility that in six
months’' time the Commonwealth
will give further consideration to
approaches from the States with
regard to their housing pro-
grammes.

While T am not unhappy with the
amount of money Western Aus-
tralia obtained—I think in total
it was about one-sixth of all the
funds available—I must say that
the other States were not quite
so happy. In fact, in general
terms, the Minlsters were con-
cerned as they were led to be-
Heve all one had to do was ask
for the funds, prove the capaclty
to use them, and the money
would be available. Therefore,
the Ministers were most disap-
pointed that only about half of
what had heen requisitioned was
made available to them.

Bertram: Quite a good speech!
MclIver: A second reading speech.

FUEL, ENERGY AND POWER
RESOURCES ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Returned

Bill returned from the Council without
amendment.

ROAD TRAFFIC BILL
Second Reading

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley—Minister
for Traffic) [4.56 p.m.]: I move—

That the Bill be now read s second
ime,

This Bill gives effect to a policy under-
taking given prior to the last election.

The measure brings together under one
statutory entity all matters relating to the
administration of traffic with the excep-
tion of highway engineering as it relates
to traffic safety and, except as will be
described, parking.

The long-term objective of the legisla-
tion may be described in these terms—

(a)

(b)

(c)

To bring unity of purpose and
direction to the performance of
most of the many functions in-
volved In the administration of
traffic within the State;

to increase the efficiency and
effectlveness with which these
functions are performed with a
clear alm of achieving a signific-
ant reduction in accident rates;
to provide a focus for research
into all aspects of traffic admin-
istration—not just accident re-
search;
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{(d) to create a forward-looking body
which as a result of its own re-
search and inquiries will lead Aus-
tralla in ¢raffic administration.

The legislation takes the form of a com-
pletely new road traffic Act repealing and
re-enacting the existing Traffic Act, 1919-
1974. In preparing the Bill, the opportunity
has been taken to correct anomalles and
Inconsistencies in the existing Act. Those
changes will be explained in some detail.

I am quite sure members will agree that
a new Act such as this will be much more
acceptable to us than the old Act with so
many amendments. It was difficult to know
where one was.

Part II of the Bill, to which I shall now
refer, sets out the arrangements that are
to be made to bring a Western Australian
traffic authority Into being.

During my discussion of part II, I will
refer to a number of Government inten-
tions which do not require to be mentioned
in the Bill.

The method of the establishment of the
authority has been carefully planned, and
experience gained on the occasions when
local authorities have surrendered traffic
functions, and on the establishment of the
Department of Motor Vehicles, has been
fully utilised.

Clause 6 establishes the road traffic
authority 1n quite usual and conventional
terms, the important point being that the
authority 1s an Instrumentality of the
Crown and a department under, and for
the purposes of, the Public Service Act.

Clause 7 describes the composition of
the authority and it will be noted there
are to be seven members: the permanent
head of the department; the Commissioner
of Main Roads, because of his close in-
volvement with traffic safety; the Commis-
sioner of Police because of the skills which
repose in his department In respeet of law
enforcement; the Director-General of
Transport in order to exploit the co-ordin-
ating role laid on him by the State Trans-
port Co-ordination Act; and three persons
appointed by the Governor on the nomina-
tion of the Minister, representing the TLocal
Government Associatlon of Western Aus-
tralla, the Country Shire Councils’ Asso-
clatlon of Western Australia, and the
Country Town Councils’ Association.

Subelause 7 (4) provides for the appoint-
ment by the Governor of a member of the
authority to be chairman. It is the inten-
tion of the Government fo adveriise for
this person through the Press and by other
means.

Clauses 8 and 2 are standard type pro-
vislons eoncerning term of office of auth-
ority members and meetings of the auth-
ority.

Clause 11 describes the functions and
duties of the authority, and the terms of
the clause are such as to reflect the Gov-
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ernment’s Intention that the authority
should seek to lead in the adminisiration
of traffic.

As well as giving the authority the ex-
pected functions, the provisions of para-
graph 11(3)(¢) impose a research res-
ponsibility on the authority and paragraph
11(4) (a) clearly requires the authority
to keep itself fully informed of all de-
velopments and significant new knowledge
arising from research over the whale field
of traffic administration everywhere.

On the other hand the clause specifically
directs the authority to avoid duplication
and thus waste on research and like pro-
jects. It should also be noted that para-
graph 11{(4){c) requires the authority
to co-operate with local authorities so that
existing loeal authority resources and faci-
lities are not wasted when the authority
is established.

In particular the authority is to co-
operate in the matter of vehicle licensing
and local authorities may be appointed as
the authority’s agent for that and assc-
ciated puryoses. In other words, it may be
necessary for the Government to use the
local authorities’ premises, Naturally, we
will negotiate to purchase equipment from
the local authorities on a basis satisfactory
to both parties concerned, whether the
equinment he motor vehicles, radar equip-
ment, or anything else.

The Government does not wish the
auvthority simply to be an amalgemation
of the existing law enforcement and licens-
ing funections; instead it intends to create
an effective, forward-looking body, the ex-
istence of which will be of marked benefit
to the State.

Clause 12 of the Bill deals with the
authority’s administrative staff. It will be
clearly apparent that they will be mem-
bers of the Public Service in the same
manner as members of the Police Force
and in all respects subject to the Public
Service Act, 1904, The clause proceeds to
allow the Governar on request of the auth-
ority to engage specialist services such as
might be provided by consuitants or ex-
perts on a particular subject appointed for
a short term, and the clause is particul-
arly pitched at the authority’'s research
respansibility to which I have already re-
ferred.

Subelauses 12(3) and 12(4) deal with
the powers of delegation by the aunthority
and are normal in situations such as this.
It is particularly essential that the auth-
ority be able to delegate the powers to
local authorities acting as its agents for
vehicle licensing and associated funections.

Clause 13(1)—I suppose this is one of
the most important clauses of the Bil—
establishes a body known as the traffic
patrol which will be the law enforcement
arm of the authority and it should be
clearly perceived in the clause that it is
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the authority which is charged with the
deployment and direction of the traffic
patrol.

Clause 13(2) lays the responsibility
upon the Commissioner of Police to ar-
range for the transfer of members of the
Police Force for duties in the traffic patrol.
A person must be a policeman to be a mem-
ber of the traffic patrol. Before and after
transfer in or out of the patrol, of course,
the members are ordinary serving police-
men, but there is clear separation of the
patrol, in terms of its direction and de-
ployment, from the Police Force. Their
total work will be in regard to traffic, and
traffic alone.

Mr T. H, Jones: It will have nothing to
do with the police at all?

Mr O'CONNOR.: I have said already that
they are members of the Police Force.
However, they will be under the control of
the traffic authority. They will work under
the conditions under which they now work,
excepi that they will be better off because,
with the additional numbers involved, pro-
motion will be speedier.

Mr T. H. Jones: They will be under the
control of the Public Service Board?

Mr O'CONNOR: No, as I said, the ad-
ministrative staff will be under the control
of the Public Service Board. To clarify the
position, in cases of emergency—whether
it be a riot or something of that nature—
members of the traffic patrol may be called
in and used in conjunction with the Police
Department generally, However, the job
we want them to do is to look after traffie.

Mr H. D. Evans: Will they transfer back
and forth permanently?

Mr O'CONNOR: Let me instance a situa-
tion which might oecur. If members of the
traffic patrol picked up a motor vehicle
containing stolen goods, they would hand
it over to the Police Department to con-
tinye the investigation. The only job of
the traffic patrol, except in special cir-
cumstances will be to look after traffic.

Council traffic Inspectors who desire and
are able to transfer to the traffic patrol
are first to be appointed members of the
Pollce Force. Thus they will receive the
same conditions of service and the wider
promotional opportunities gs will all police-
men transferred to the traffic patrel. The
traffic patrel as so constituted is thus a
body with a separate identity under the
management of the authority.

It wiil be seen from subclause 13(3) that
patrolmen have exactly the same powers
as policemen and that they are enpaged
under precisely the same rules, regulations,
agreements, and awards as are policemen.

Paragraph 13(3)(b)} simply makes the
point that any member of the Police Force,
not transferred for duties with the traffic
patrol, has the same powers under this Act
or any other Act or law as if he were a
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patrolman, Any transfer from the normal
law enforcement section to the traffic
patrol or back must be with the prior ap-
proval of the Commissioner of Paolice. This
15 to ensure that the two qulie distinct law
enforcement bodies can not only work
together when required but will work to-
gether in practice. For instance, members
will understand that the existing Police
Traffic Branch assists and co-operates with
the Criminal Investigation Branch whilst
in turn the Criminal Investigation Branch
does not refrain from acting in the role
of the 'Fraffic Branch when it is necessary
for its members to do so.

There would be no merit In having a
distinction in the powers or authorities of
the traffic patro! and the police through
which eriminals or suspected pesons could
slip, either through there being a differ-
ence or by there being some gap in the
overlap of duties, particularly in hit-run
driver situations.

The eventual alm is that the authority
will establish reglonal offices for all its pur-
poses where it deems them necessary and
it may enter into arrangements with local
authorities or others In relation to accom-
modation or alternatively build its own.

Where there is no reglonal office, the
authority staff will work out of police
stations or shire offices by arrangement,
and in addition, it is anticipated that many
local authorities may bhe prepared to act
as agents for the authority, thus eliminat-
ing Iinconvenlence in smaller country
centres. This of course would be mainly
in connection with the colleclion of lcense
fees and the like.

The Government undertakes to ensure
that surplus local government staff trans-
ferring te the authority will suffer no re-
duction in salary or allowances. Persons
transferring to the authority will carry pro-
rata long service leave entitlements. Whilst
many of the authority's country staff will
already be housed In one way or another,
the eventual aim is that the Government
Employees’ Housing Authority will be used
to supply any additional houses required,
to the extent this is possible under current
GEHA arrangements.

The authority may lease houses or pur-
chase them by arrangement from local
authorities with thelr consent. The exist-
ing arrangements between the Police De-
partment and the Police Union will apply
to housing for patroimen.

The desire of local authorities to retaln
distinetlve numberplate prefixes is ack-
nowledged, as is their desire to have local
authority names shown on all documenta.-
tion. Local and reglional committees to
advise the authority on local problems and
issues may be established by local govern-
ment bedies if desired. Thelir point of
contact with the authority will be the
board members representing local govern-
ment.
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The authority will make maximum use
of the skill, experience, and facllities of the
road safety division of the National Safety
Council. The authority will not seek to
duplicate the work of the road safety
division; on the contrary it should seek to
expand it and profit from it.

The authority will not determine or en-
force parking policy in any local govern-
ment area in the State except on arterial
roads specified by the authority, such as
Stirllng Highway, where contlnuity of
parking provisions is essential, or in areas
where locel government requests it to do so.

It is proposed, for this purpose, that the
authority may employ traffic wardens for
enforcing parking policy, rather than
members of its patrol staff. When I speak
of traffic wardens, I speak of people who
look after school crossings and the lke.
Where, as above, the authority is to per-
form the parking function the Commis-
sloner of Main Roads will be the parking
sign erecting authority.

The authority for erecting traffic regu-
latory signs throughout the State will he
the Commissioner of Main Roads who is
to be an ex officio member of the authority.

The Bill, as previously mentioned, not
only establishes a new authority, but also
repeals and re-enacts entirely the existing
Traffic Act, 1919-1974. Most of the provi-
sions of the Traffic Act, 1919-1974, dealing
with the licensing of vehicles, drivers’
licenses and extraordinary drivers’ licenses
the various offences of reckless, dangerous
and careless driving have been re-enacted
in this new Blll with little change. Most
of the changes which have heen made are
necessary consequences of the establish-
ment of the new sauthority and thus a
change In the licensing body. In particular,
there has been no change in any fee im-
posed by the Traffic Act, 1919-1974, elther
for vehicle or drivers’ licenses.

The opportunity has been taken to at-
tempt a ratlonalisation of the penalties
imposed for all offences created by the Act.
In many instances the existing penalties
have not been revised for many years and
it 1s necessary to increase the monetary
penalties to accord with modern money
values. On the other hand, as will be seen
later, there has been some reductlion in the
terms of imprisonment which may be im-
posed for certain offences to reflect
modern-day sentences.

I will now explain the principal signifi-
cant changes in the non-administrative
parts of the Bill. Dealing first with the
licensing of vehicles, there have been no
changes elther in the fees or in the cate-
gories of concessions avallable under the
Traffic Act. The only new provision of
any significance 1s clause 16 which is
intended to prevent the operators of com-
merctal vehlcles licensed or registered in
another State from operating their vehicles
in this State for prolonged periods unless
the vehicles have been licensed by this
State.
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The cleuse 15 designed basically to pre-
vent commerclal vehicle operators with
interests in more than one State from re-
sorting to the State for the time being
having the lowest level of registration ifces
as the State in which they register their
vehicles ordinarily being used in this State.

It is also to be remembered that Western
Australian residents who happen to be in-
volved in accidents with vehicles registered
outside the State are Inevitably put to much
greater Inconvenience in insurance matters,
both for vehicle damage and personal in-
jury and this is another reason why the
clause 1s desirable.

It 1s to be noted that clause 16 has no
operation to privately owned vehicles or
to utilitles, or to vehicles genuinely en-
gaged in Interstate trade and commerce.

Moreover, it 1s well appreciated that
there are many circumstances in which it
is reasonable for an Interstate registered
commercial vehlcle to operate on the roads
of this State without a Western Australian
llcense and it Is not intended to affect
these operations.

Some examples are the interstate tourist
buses and coaches brought to the State for
a matter of weeks during the wildflower
season, and the occasions In which a trans-
port company may temporarily bring
vehicles into the State to replace damaged
vehicies or to meet temporary shortages.

In dealing with taxis, clause 17 of the
Bill ensures that, outside the metropolitan
tax]l control area, municipal couneils will
retain thelr power to control the issue and
transfer of taxi car licenses, This control
is achieved by prohibiting the authaority
from granting or transferring a taxl car
license without the consent of the council
concerned.

The 1issue of driving licenses and the
general regulation of traffic is dealt with
in part V of the Bill. Here again, no
changes are made in the fees payable for
drivers’ licenses or the congditions upon
which they are granted. However, clause
48(2) will enable the authority to call in a
driver's Iicense holder where the authority
suspects that he is no longer capable of
driving a vehicle.

There have been fairly frequent occa-
sions on which the Department of Motor
Vehicles has had grounds for suspecting
that because of a medical condition or per-
sonal injury a person is not able to drive
safely, but under the present Act nothing
can bhe done ghout the matter until the
driver's license comes up for renewal. The
authority will be able to suspend such a
person’s llcense if he or she fafls to pro-
duce satisfactory medical or other evi-
dence that he or she is still able to drive
with safety; but a right of appeal is con-
ferred by clause 48 (4) on agny person
aggrieved by the authority’s declsion to
suspend his driver’s llcense.
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A special offence has been created of
falling to identify the driver of a vehicle
of which one is the owner at a time that
the use of the vehicle has resulted in the
death of or injury to a person. Here I
might say that there have been a num-
her of occaslons where the police and
others have been frustrated by the fact
that an individual has been knocked over
on the road and either Killed or badly
Injured. In such an instance the driver
of a car can continue on and leave that
person on the road, put his car in the
garage, and deny any knowledge of who
was driving the vehicle. In a case such as
this the penalty is $100 and it has been
adjusted in this Bill.

The penaltles for this offence which is
created by clause 57 are substantial, but
this type of offence which 15 inherently
associated with hit-run driving, is a very
serious one. The owner of the vehicle
will of course not commit the offence if
he {5 genuinely unable to identify the per-
son who was driving his vehlcle at the
relevant time, and the prosecution bears
the onus of showing that he has failed
to disclose facts of which he is aware.

Ciause 59 creates an entlrely new offence
of causing the death of or grievous bodily
harm to anpther persen by driving a ve-
hicle in a manner or speed dangerous to
the public. Such an offence exists In the
laws of the United Kingdom—I refer to
section 11 of the United Kingdom Ropad
ggaa.éﬁc Act, 1960—and in the laws of other

es.

This clause will replace section 291A of
the Criminal Code which was enacted in
1945 with g view to establishing an of-
fence of killing with a motor vehicle, but
involving a lesser degree of negligence
than does the offence of manslaughter. In
the end the High Court held that the
standard of negligence for the purposes
of section 291A of the Criminal Code is
the same as that for manslaughter.

Mr Hartrey: And so it ought to be.

Mr O'CONNOR: This Is 50 and we are
putting it into one Act instead of two.
Thus the purpose of enacting the section
was not achieved and moreover a curious
situation was created wherein a jury has,
in effect, the oppartunity to convict a
person of elther of two different offences
with different penalties on the same facts
with the same standard of negligence,

It will be noted that proceedings for
the new offence created by clause 59 may
be tried on indictment before a jury or by
a magistrate and according to the choice
made by the defendant. As is customary
the maximum penalties which a magis-
trate may Iimpose are less than thase
available to a superior court trying such
a case with a jury.

Some revision has been made of the
provisions of the Traffic Act, 1919, deal-
ing with driving under the influence of
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aleohol. The penalties have been modi-
fied slightly and the penalty for a fourth
drunken driving offence has been substan-
tially reduced to accord with the scale
of penaities for other serious offences. No
change has been made in the alcoholic
percentages of 0.15 or 0.08 respectively,
which have now bheen in the Traffic Act
for some years.

At the moment a person whose blood
alcochol concentration is found to bhe 0.15
per cent or more is statutorily deemed to
have been affected by alcohol to an extent
rendering him incapable of controlling his
vehicle, not only just for the purposes of
the drunken driving offence, but also for
the purposes of offences such as man-
slaughter, occasioning grevious bodily harm
by the use of a vehicle, etec.

The Bill propases to alter that position
so that the statutory presumption will apply
only to the offence of drunken driving and
thus it will be left as a matter for ordinary
evidence {o determine whether a particular
blood alecohol concentration in fact ren-
dered & person charged with any other
offence unable to drive his vehicle,

There has heen an extension of the
classes of persons who may be required
to have a preliminary roadside alcohol
blood test, based on recommendations from
the National Safety Counecil.

At present—section 32—a person must
be reasonably suspected of either having
been in an accident or committing an of-
fence and also of having been driving
under the influence of aleohol. Clause 66
would break the necessity to have two
grounds of beltef and provide that a person
may be required to have a preliminary test
if a patrolman reasonably suspects him of
having been in an accident invelving per-
sonal or property damage, or of having
committed an offence against the Act or
the regulations or of having driven with
alcohol in his body.

Even then, as so widened, the provisions
do not amount to random testing since
there must be some external factor known
to the patrolman at the time of requiring
the preliminary test so that later at the
time of prosecution the patrolman may
swear that he had reasonable grounds to
suspect one pf thesz three things of the
person concerned.

Some of the provisions of the regula-
tions dealing with analysis of breath and
blocd for alcohol have been brought into
the new Bill to overcome difficulties of a
technical nature being experienced in the
courts.

In particular, clause 71 statutorily re-
cognises the presumption that blood
alcohol concentration rises at the rate of
0.016 per cent for two hours immediately
following a person’s last alcoholic drink
and thereafter declines at the same rate.



2282

It is appreciated that that presumption
is most likely to be marginally out in any
individual case, but if breathalysers and
blood analyses are to be used as part of
the campaign to reduce drunken driving
the only alternative is to take the ap-
proach used in most other States and in
New Zealand whereby the blood alcohol
concentration determined at the time of
the test is conclusively attributed to the
person at the time of the accident or al-
leged offence.

It is obvious that the approach taken
in New Zealand and in other States is
likely to produce substantial injustice,
particularly when the person concerned is
tested around about two hours after his
last drink in a case where he was ap-
prehended shortly after his last drink.

In such a case the test result is likely
to be about 0.03 per cent more than his
true blood alcohol level at the time of his
offence and such an additional figure could
be critical as to whether he is convicted
or acquitted of the offence of driving under
the influenee or of the 0.08 offence. In my
view the approach taken by the Bill is
fairer as it is designed to ascertain and
put in evidence the defendant's true blood
aleohol concentration at the precise time
of the relevant incident.

Where the time of the last drink or of
the accident is not precisely known, the
Bill directs that the calculations shall be
made assuming the times which produce
the least aleohol concentration; it thus
takes the approach most favourable to the
defendant.

The last major change incorporated in
the Bill is the revision aof all the laws of
the State concerning the suspension, can-
cellation, and disgualification of drivers’
licenses and the granting of extraordinary
licenses. The present position is that laws
on these subjects are found in the Criminal
Code and also in the Traffic Act and there
are many inconsistencies between their
respective provisions.

The powers of the courts to disqualify
drivers’ licenses have been widened so that
that power Is available where an offender
is convicted of an offence in which the use
of a motor vehicle was involved although
not necessarily an ingredient of the offence.
Examples of these offences would be rapes
involving the use of & vehicle, armed rob-
beries in which vehicles are used, and so on.

One of the anomalles which presently
exists is the divergency In the periods
which people must walt after a disqualifi-
cation before applying for an extraordinary
lcense.

Mr Bertram: What clause is that speci-
fically, please?

Mr O’CONNOR: I cannot think of it for
the moment, but I will recall it later. I
think this is one of the points the honour-
able member brought to notice some time
ago and when we consldered 1t we found
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two or three other anomalies and they
are now all being adjusted at the one time.
If my memory serves me correctly, the
sectipn the member for Mt. Hawthorn
queried previously was section 33 of the
Traffic Act.

The Bill proposes that there be no neces-
sary waiting period so that in a suitable
case & person who is disqualified by a court
might at the same time ask for and be
granted an extraordinary license for limited
purposes.

If the_ principal ground for granting
extraordinary licenses 1s to continue to he
substantial personal hardship, there seems
to be little merit in requiring three months’
hardship to be undergone before an extra-
ordinary license can be granted.

Also, at the moment, it is only the
Supreme Court which can grant an order
removing a disqualification from holding a
driver’s license, and clause 78 will enable
any court which had disqualified a person
from holding a license to entertain an ap-
plication to remove that disqualification.

There are, however, substantial walting
periods before such an application can he
made, althcugh In the meantime, of course,
the person concerned has the right to
seek an extraordinary driver's license.

Part VII of the Bill deals with general
offences and penaltles and merits some
explang.tion. There are many offences in
this Bill and in the previous Act which
Impose higher penalties for second or sub-
sequent offences.

It is necessary to provide that an offence
against a section of the previous Act is to
be treated as a previous offence against
the corresponding provision of this Bill in
order that the second and subseguent
offence penalties may be imposed in the
appropriate circumstances.

Clause 104 of the BIill s0 provides, and
special provision along these lines is made
In specific parts of the Bil), for the offences
of drunken driving, driving with an slcohol
concentration in excess of 0.08, reckless
driving and dangerous driving.

On the other hand the Traffic Act has
never contained a provision which “wiped
off" offences after a number of years and
in the Bill offences more than 20 years old
will be discounted for the purposes of im-
posing penalties for second or subsequent
offences.

Because the Bill will repeal the Traffic
Act, 1919-1974, it is necessary to have tran-
sitional provisions along the lines set out
in part VIII.

Clause 108 is a standard type of provi-
sion for this purpose, but clauses 109 and
110 are necessary to ensure that traffie
inspectors in areas where the authority
has not yet assumed the responsibility of
traffic control will contlnue to enjoy their
powers notwithstanding the repeal of the
Traffic Act, 1919,
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The major features of the Bill will help
to consolidate the Traffic Act. We now pre-
sent a concise Act that must be beneficial
to all concerned.

The additional clauses regarding the
apprehension of drivers must be advan-
tageous generally to the publie and will
facllitate work for the patrolmen in appre-
hending offenders.

It should also make people more aware
of the fact that if they are going to drink
they should not drive, and I weould hope
that in cases such as this where people do
drink, more will use taxis or means of
transport other than self-driven.

In the past there has been an ancmaly
in the law where a person under the
influence or otherwise has knocked a
pedestrian down and either killed or severe-
¥ injured him, has not stopped at the
secene of the offence, but has driven home.
When the police arrive at his residence, If
he refuses to disclose the name of the
driver of the wvehicle, who was probably
himself anyway, the penalty Is $100. The
hit-run driver may have left an innocent
victim dead or dying on the road.

This has caused the police and myself
some concern, It will now be adjusted to
make the owner of the vehlele responsible
for the incldent unless satisfactory altern-
ate Information s provided.

The single traffic authority is in Iine
with our election policy. It will—

Set up a seven-man anthority.
I hope members will not, initially, confuse
the authority with the patrolmen. The
authority will also—

Allow local authorities to act as agents

for license fee collections.

Set up a state-wide traffic patrol.
It will be necessary to swear a patroclman
in as a policeman. He will then be cover-
ed by all present provisions and protections
provided a policeman,

All current members should benefit by
improved promotional opportunities.

It is the intention to employ ali traffic
inspectors at present employed by local
authorltles, negotiate for the purchase of
equipment from local autharities and,
where possihle, use either local authority or
police facillties; that s, bulldings, equlp-
ment, ete.

Mr Taylor:
forms?

Mr O’'CONNOR: No deciston has been
made on them. The authorlty will make
the necessary arrangements.

We belleve road deaths and tfraffic gen-
erally are so important and are playing
stich a major role in today's living stan-
dards and conditions, that there is need
for one authority to concentrate and
devote ifself full time to this aspect. This
is probably our major difference with the

Will they wear police uni-
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Opposition which feels that police can do
police duties part time and trafic part
time,

Mr A, R, Tonkin:
ate the two.

Mr O'CONNOR: With the modernised
method of crime and expertise of criminals
we feel in the interests of the community
it i5 necessary and heneficlal to have one
group concentrate entirely on crime detec-
tion and prevention and in so doing,
adequately compete with the modernisation
g;:dlexpertise of those who wish to break

e law.

80 also do we feel the need to have
modernisation and expertise in the field of
traffic and with this new authority we trust
many members will make traffic a career
and pass on to the zuthority some of the
iniitlagive and understanding they have
gained.

There will be no more fragmentation as
there has been with the Department of
Motor Vehicles which in itself has had
some problems and disagreements with the
traffic law enforcement body,

_ The oppertunity will present itself to
increase research with the help of the
Naticnal Safety Counctl and it is also
Intended to provide special squads to lec-
ture at all schools throughout the State.
If we can reduce the road toll by this
method, and I bellieve we can, the exercise
will be worth while,

Patrolmen will be available in cases of
emergency to assist the police, hut their
sole job apart from that is to endeavour
to reduce our road carnage.

Costs have been mentioned as important
in this area and certainily they are, but
they are not the most important aspect.

_Mr T. H. Jones: It was a different posi-
tion so far as the Muja extensions were
concerned.

Sir Charles Court: You listen.
interest you greatly.

Mr H. D. Evans: Have you costed 1t?

Sir Charles Court: Yes. You will be
amazed.

Mr O’'CONNOR: The cost saving by acci-
dent and injury must also be taken into
account in looking at the overall positlon
and I believe in this field the saving will
be substantial.

Several members Interjected.

Mr O'CONNOR: Of course, If members
locked at the Public Health Department
estimate they would find it was about $137
million. This is where so much of our
money goes, Members are aware of the
fact that many of the hospital cases and
costs are as a result of aceldents.

However, the Public Service Board has
taken out an assessment for me on differ-
ent ways and means of implementing the

When you can separ-

It will
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various systems for single traffic control,
the two cheapest belng—
(a) Progressive enlargement of the
Traffic Branch of the Police De-
partment to achieve State-wide

control.
(b) g’he proposal I have outlined to-
ay.
INITTAL COSTS
Police New
$ $

Capital 328000 347200
Radio 180 000 180 000
Eagqulpment .. . 208000 216000
Regional offices ... 600000 600 GO0
Govt. housing ... 4718 000 4 183 000

6 034 000 5526 200

Mr T. H. Jones: Yet to be proved.

Mr O'CONNOR: These figures were
worked out by the Public Service Board,
not by me. The Public Service Board was
given the information and it supplied the
fleures without any interference.

Mr Mclver: Will you give the calcula-
tions?

Mr O'CONNOR: I do not mind dolng
that; certainly. To continue—

OPERATING COSTS

Police Authority
$2 100 500 $2 793 714
Of course, against this we must reallse
extra men will be on the road and this is
the reason for the additional costs. As I
say, 1t will give everyone in the Police Force
throughout the State the opportunity of
additional or Improved and quicker ad-
vancement and promotion, However, the
fact that these patrolmen will be employed
full time on traffic should more than com-
pensate.

The head office for the new authority
would be the Department of Motor Vehicles.
It is intended to place facllities for vehicles,
special driver courses, etc., at Maylands.

I belleve that if implemented, this new
authority can assist considerably to lower
the number of deaths, injuries, and acci-
dents on Western Australian, roads and, for
this reason alone, I feel it Is a very worth-
while exercise.

I trust members will see it in this light
and glve their support to the Bill.

Mr T. H. Jones: Before you sit down
I wish to ask you a question. ¥eu have
explained the general administrative re-
quirements under the Bill. Would you ex-
plain in more detall the dutles of the
patrolmen as compared with policemen
doing the same work?

Mr Taylor: Particularly in the small
towns.

Mr O’CONNOR: The honourable member
should know that the difference is that
there will be one authority right through-
out the State. Its job will be entirely
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traffic except In special circumstances. If,
for instance, a traffic patrolman appre-
hends the driver of a vehicle which has
a body in its boot, the patrolman will
hand the matter over to the law enforce-
ment group to handle the situation from
then on. I commend the Bill to the House.

Adjournment of Debate

MR T. H. JONES (Collie) [56.36 p.m.]:
I move—

That the debate be adjourned for
two weeks.
Sir Charles Court: One week we agreed
to.

Mr T. H. Jones: That is not reasonable
in the circumstances.

Mr A. R, Tonkin: It has taken you six
months to get the Bill to this stage.

Sir Charles Court: What was the agree-
ment? Was this arranged before?

Mr O'Connor: Yes, for one week,

Sir Charles Court: We had a case the
other day of no consultation.

Mr T. H, Jones; We will co-operate.

Mr O’'Connor: I will take an adjourn-
ment, for one week, and if there are any
difficulties I will co-operate,

Points of Order

Sir CHARLES COURT: Mr Speaker, if
the motion is to be for two weeks I will
have to ask for your ruling on whether I
could move an amendment because it is
customary for the Opposition at least to
do us the courtesy of arranging these
things with the Minister.

The SPEAKER: In view of the circum-
stances, as there is some disagreement and
some misunderstanding, I will ask the
member for Collie whether he would like to
reframe his motion to accommodate the
suggestion made by the Minister for Traf-
fic, which was in brief that the adjourn-
ment should be for one week and then if
it were felt that a further adjournment
should be allowed he would consider the
matter at that juncture.

Mr T. H. JONES: With your indulgence,
Mr Speaker, might I just explain—

The SPEAKER: The member for Collie
must move—

Lir T. H. JONES: You asked me a ques-
tion, Mr Speaker, and I am trying to
answer it as quickly as I can.

The SPEAKER: The member for Collie
is asking a question?

Mr T. H. JONES: Can I explain the po-
sition regarding the assurances I gave the
Minjster?

A member: No; you can't,

Mr T. H. JONES: In view of the size
of the Bill and how long it has taken the
Government to bring it to Parliament, I
will have to press for an adjournment of
two weeks.
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Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Sir CHARLES COURT: On a puint of
order, is it competent for me to move an
amendment? I do not want to embarrass
the member for Collie, but is it competent
for me to move an amendment to reduce
the two weeks to one week?

Mr T. H. Jones: There are 111 clauses
without the schedule.

Sir Charles Court: Certain courtesies
have been observed since the beginning of
Parliament.

Several members interjected.

Mr T. H. Jones: You don't even know
whether they will wear uniforms.

The SPEAKER: Order! I will leave the
Chair in order to discuss the matter with
my advisers.

Sitting suspended from 539 to 541 pm.
Speaker's Ruling

The SPEAKFR: I would suggest that
the only course to be pursued is for me
to put the motion for the longer tlme.
If the Government does not wish to agree
to that motion it may cell for a division
when the result of the vote is given. If the
Governmenht wins the division, it is possible
for a member of the Government or the
Opposition to move for the adjournment
for a shorter time.

Mr HARTREY: Mr Speaker—

The SPEAKER.: Order! The appropriate
Standing Order is 339 which reads—

‘When there comes a question between
the greater and lesser sum, or the
longer or shorter time, the last sum
and the longest time shall be first put
to the Question.

I would therefore suggest that the motion
be put. Has the Premier or the Leader of
the Opposition any further guestions?

Mr HARTREY: 1 wish te ask whether
we may debate the motion because it is of
grave importance.

The SPEAKER: Order! The motion be-
fore the Chair prior to the short suspen-
slon was that the debate be adjourned for
two weeks,

Mr T. H. Jones: That is right.

The SPEAKER: I propose to put the
motion.

Mr HARTREY: I wish to speak in fav-
our of it.

The SPEAKER: There is no debate.
Adjournment Molion
Resumed
Motion put and negatived.
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Points of Order

Mr A. R. TONKIN: AsIam a new mem-
ber, I am not familiar with the way bus-
iness is conducted in this House and so
I would like your guidance Mr Speaker
as to whether it is quite normal for mem-
bers to ask one another to go outside, or
whether that is a breach of privilege?

The SPEAKER: Would you restate your
question, please.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Certainly. I want to
know whether it is & normal part of par-
liamentary practice, when there is g dis-
agreement across the Chamber, for a
member of Parliament to ask another
member outside.

Mr O’Connor: If they want a soft drink,
it is all right.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: The member
for South Perth having told me to shut
up, and then having said, “Why not
come outside?”, I would like to know
whether that is a breach of privilege.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER.: Order! Order! I was
outside the Chamber when this incident
took place,

Mr A. R. TONKIN: No, Mr Speaker.

The SPEAKER: Well, I did not hear the
incident which took place. It was disord-
erly in any case. However, oh a number
of oceasions in this House I have heard
one member invite another member to
corne outside.

Indeed, on one notable occasion I felt
myself driven to say the same thing. I am
happy to say I was not accommodated. I
consider there is no need for any further
action at this juncture.

8ir CHARLES COURT: On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, could we have clarifi-
cation of the next motion? My under-
standing s that if we on this side move,
as you suggested, that the debate be ad-
journed for one week, on a strict Interpre-
tation of Standing Orders we could deny
the Opposition unlimited time, and that is
not our intention as far as the Inifial
Opposition speaker is concerned.

The SPEAKER: I take the polnt of
order, What the Premier says is quite true,
It would be better for a member of the
Opposition to move that the debate he
adjourned for a shorter period in order
that a longer period of time might be
availed of by the Opposition.

Adjournment Molion
Resumed

MR B. T. BURKE (Balga} (5.46 pm.]:
I move—

That consideration of the Bill for
an Act to consolidate and amend the
law relating to road traffic; to repeal
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the Traffic Act, 1919-1874 and for in-
cidental and other purposes, be ad-
journed for nine days.

The SPEAKER: Order! I cannot accept
the motlon. I regard it as being frivolous.

MR MecIVER (Avon) [547 pml: I
move—
That the debate be adjourned for
one week,

Question put and passed.

Debate adjourned until Tuesday,
22nd October.

the

Message: Appropriations

Message from the Governor received
and read recommending appropriations
for the purposes of the Bill.

ACTS AMENDMENT (ROAD TRAFFIC)
BILL

Second Reading

MR O’CONNOR (Mt. Lawley—Minister
for Traffic) [549p.m.]1: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This Bill Is a complementary measure to
the Road Traffic Bill which I have just
intreduced. It amends several Acts to
recognlse a change in the licensing
authority brought about by the Road
Traffic Bill and has associated purposes.

The amendments to the Criminal Code
are necessary to reflect the proposed en-
actment of clause 59 of the Road Traffic
Bill. Similarly, the amendments to the
Coroners Act are intended to permit the
Coroner to repert a findlng that the
evidence at an inquest is sufficlent to put
a person on his trial for an offence against
clause 59 of the Road Traffic Bill

The amendments to the Motor Vehicle
Dealers Act are designed mainly to reflect
the fact that the authority and not the
Department of Motor Vehicles will be the
vehicle licensing body, but an amendment
is ineluded to section 27 of the Motor
Vehicle Dealers Act to ensure that patrol-
men and members of the Police Force will
be able to enter and inspect vehicles and
books at premises which are used for
carrylng on a secondhand truck business,
In s0 dolng the Bill will correct an an-
omaly which has existed since the enact-
ment, of the Motor Vehicle Dealers Act,
1973.

The amendments to the Motor Vehicle
Drivers Instructors Act and the Motor
Vehicle (Third Party Insurance) Act are
designed solely to recoghise the administ-
rative changes effected by the Road Traffic
Bill.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned for one week, on
motion by Mr T. H. Jones.
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MINES REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR MENSAROS (Floreat—Minister for
Mines) {5.52p.am.]: I move—
1n'§‘hat the Bill be now read a second
€.

The Mines Regulation Act was originally
enacted at a time when underground gold-
mining predominated in this Stale, and so
the legislation was primarily directed at
the control of that type of mining. Con-
sequently, there are no specific provisions
governing open-cast mining, quarries,
dredglng, railways on mines, smelters,
refinerjes, or treatment plants.

In addition, some regulations require to
be rewritten to meet changes brought
about by the iIntroductlon of new mining
methods with modern and sophisticated
machinery, and also to bring them into
conformity with relevant regulations in
other States. Unilformity i1s being attempted
where possible.

Accordingly then, this amending Biil has
been framed with the object of—

(i) generally updating the Mines Reg-
uiation Act by including additional
provisions for supervisicn, safety,
and health in the various modern
mining operations; and

di) providing power to make regula-
tions for quarries and other sur-
face mining operations, railways
on mines, dredging, treatment,
and processing works, special
machinery developed for mining
purpases, and the mining and
treatment of radloactive cres for
which there are no specific reg-
ulations.

Some confusion has existed as to whether
a quarry is a mine for the purposes of the
Act. It Is Intended that it should be a
mine and this 1s being clarified.

In some civil engineering projects—that
is, tunnelllng and underground excava-
tions—mining techniques are used and
therefore it §s appropriate that they may
be made subject to the provisions of the
Act. Accordingly, it 1s proposed that the
Governor may declare any such project
to be & mine and made subiect to all or
any of the requirements of the Act.

Administration offices, restdential areas,
and recreational centres, and the ground
used in connection therewith, are outside
the scope of the concept of mining and
therefore these are being spccifically ex-
cluded from the definition of a “mine”,

With the present definition of a “mine”
1t could bhe argued that a person's back-
yard is a '"'mine” if a person digs therein
for, say, sand or rock. This is being cor-
rected by providing that to be a “mine”
the operation must be for the obtaining of
rock, minerals, or mineral substances for
commerclal purposes or for subsequent
use in industry.
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Under the present definitions an “inspec-
tor” included the State Mining Engineer
and the Assistant State Mining Engineer,
but these senjor officers are not Inspectors
in the true sense and, therefore, they are
belng excluded from the definition.

The powers of an inspector of mines are
being increased to authorise him, when
inspecting a mine, to order the cessation
of any work which is being performed in
contravention of the Act and which in his
opinion 1s dangerous or likely to become
dangerous. Af present the only power an
inspector has in such cirecumstances is to
prosecute the offender which is inadequate
because obviously if the work is dangerous
it should not be allowed to continue.

Sectlon 13 of the Act provides that no
person who 1s actually practising, elther
alone or in partnership with any person as
a land agent, mining engineer, mining
manager, vlewer, agent, or valuer of mines,
or acts as an arbitrator In any differences
or disputes arlsing between owners, agents,
or managers of mines, or is otherwise em-
ployed in or is the owner or part-owner of
or interested as a shareholder in any mine
within the State, shall be qualified to be a
district inspector.

This 15 an all-embracing provision en-
acted many years ago, and Is considered
too stringent under present-day conditions.
It is sufficient if the prohibition extends to
an inspector not using information that
comes to his knowledge, In the course of
his employment, to his own personal gain
in peril of a substantial penalty,

By clause 13 this concept is being suh-
stituted for the present provision and a
substantial penalty of a fine of $1000 or
imprisonment for a term not exceeding two
years, or both, is belng provided in a sub-
stituted section 15,

A new division Is belng inserted dealing
with the health of mineworkers. Presently
the initial medieal examination s pursuant
to the Mines Regulation Act and subse-
quent periodical examinations are under
the Mine Workers’ Relief Act. This leads
to some misunderstandings and so the pro-
cedures are being simplified by bringing
the whole range of medlcal examinations
under the Mines Regulation Act and the
regulations thereunder.

In this regard, under the proposed regu-
lations, mines will be classified according
to thelr potential health hazard in respect
of dust resulting irom mining operations.
There will be three classes; that is—

Class “A":
) Any underground mining; and
(i) any surface operations for azbes-
tos, manganese, lead, vanadium,

talc, mica, or radicactive sub-
stances.

Class “B”: Any quarry or surface min-
ing operation other than in
Classes “A’ or “C".
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Class “C™:

(i) A surface mining operation or
quarry which Is worked for clay,
gypsum, llmestone, salt, natural
sand, or gravel; and

(1) a sinter plant, pellei plant,
smelter, refinery, blast furnace,
privately-owned railway built to
transport the mine ore or mater-
fal, and a wet sluicing or wet
dredging operation.

The slgnificance of this will be that men
working on a ciass ‘“A” mine will require
to be medically examined every two vears,
as at present; those on a class “B" mine,
every five years; and for those on a class
“C” mine, no perlodical! examination will
be necessary after the initlal examination,

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr MENSAROS: Under the present
regulations under the Act a Mines Ventil-
atlon Board is constituted to operate as
an appeal board In any case where the
adequacy of ventilatlon in any working
place in a mine is in dispute. This provi-
sion is being strengthened and extended
by the establishment of a board—desig-
iated the ventilation board—under the

ct,

The board will be constituted by—

(1) The State Mining Engineer who
shall be chalrman.

(ii) The Senior Inspector of Mines for
the State.

(iif> Three persons appointed by the
Minister, one of whom shall be an
Inspector of mines having special-
ised training in ventilation tech-
nology, one shall be a medical
practitioner having specialised
experlence In occupational health
problems relevant to the mining
industry and nominated by the
Commissloner of Publie Health,
and one shall be a sclentific of-
ficer having duties under the pro-
visions of the Clean Air Act, 1964,
nominated by the Commissioner
of Publiec Health.

The hoard is intended to be a technical
hody and its composition has been agreed
upon by both the W.A. Chamber of Mines
and the mining branch of the Australian
Workers’ Union.

The functions of the board are specified
in detall in the Bill. It is sufficient to say
at thls time that its prime function will
be to advise and direct on ventilation and
related matters, including standards of
purity for air, in work piaces in accord-
ance with standards set by the National
Health and Medical Research Council. In
this regard the board will have discretion-
ary power in respect of dust concentrations
in surface mining operations. Also, the
board will carry out the classification of
mines as mentioned earller.
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In accordance with the existing section
25 of the Act an underground manager
must be the holder of a first-class mine
manager’s certificate of competency if 25
men or more are employed underground.
1f fewer than 25 men are employed under-
ground, and where required by & district
inspector, the underground manager must
be the holder of at least an underground
supervisor’s certificate of competency,
provided that if that underground man-
ager, in either c¢ase, is Incapacitated or
for any reason is absent, the registered
mine manager or owher may appoint a
competent person as a deputy under-
ground manager irrespective of whether
or not he holds a certificate. The period
during which a deputy may so act is lim-
ited to four weeks, but with the sanction
of the Minister the four weeks' period
may be extended.

This is an unsatisfactory arrangement
because with greater emphasis being
placed on efficient management to reduce
accidents, it I1s wrong to permit under-
ground work to be under the conirol of an
uncertificated man for any period at all.
Accordingly this provislon is to be deleted
and replaced with a requirement that,
irrespective of the size of the underground
operation, the person in confrol as a de-
puty underground manager must be the
holder of at least an underground super-
visor’s certificate of ecompetency.

Similarly if 25 men or more are being
employed In & quarry and explosives are
being used, the existing provision requires
that the guarry manager shall be the
holder of at least a quarry manager’s cer-
tificate of competency. If no explasives
are helng used despite the fact that 25 men
or more are being employed—or, where
fewer than 25 men are belng employed,
with or wilthout explosives being used—
and where required by the district inspec-
tor, the quarry manager must be the
holder of at least a quarry supervisor's
certificate of competency, provided that
if the mansager is incapacitated or absent
for any reason, the owner may appoint a
competent person, whether certificated or
not, to be a depuly quarry manager. He
then may so act for a perlod of four weeks
or, with the sanction of the Minister, for
a longer perfod.

As with underground mining, this is an
unsatisfactory arrangement because with
emphasis being placed on efficient man-
agement it is anomalous to permit quarry
work to be under the control of uncertifi-
cated men for any perlod at all. Accord-
ingly the bprovision is being deleted and
replaced with a requirement that, irres-
pective of the aquarrying operatlon, the
person in control of a quarry as a deputy
quarry manager must be the holder of at
least a quarry supervisor's certificate of
competency. Incidentally, the quarry sup-
ervisor's certificate of competency is being
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renamed to restricted quarry manager's
certificate.

Still on the question of management,
provision is being made that where a com-
pany has two or more operations separ-
ated by such a2 distance that in the opin-
ion of the State Mining Engineer super-
vision and control by one certificated
manager is inadequate, he—the State
Mining Engineer—may require an addi-
tional certificated manager or managers.
Under the present provisions a company
would be complying with the law if it had
one certtficated manager, despite the fact
that the company’s operations are widely
separated; and it 1s considered in these
cases Increased control and supervision
is sometimes required.

In modern mining methods a large
number of mobile machines are being used
which require skilled operators, but there
is no requirement under the Inspection of
Machinery Act for these operators to he
certificated. Due to the sklll required in
mining operations it is necessary to en-
sure that operators are competent, and
therefore provision is being made requir-
Ing the operators to be trained and to
qualify for a certificate of competency
before taking control of such a machine.
The provision will permit of a certificate
being issued by a mine manager or by an
inspector of mines.

Pursuant to the present section 47 of the
Act, management is required to keep ac-
curate up-to-date plans of the mine work-
ings at the mine office if reguired to do
so by an inspector. It is intended to
strengthen this provision by making it
obligatory on gll mine and quarry owners
to maintain up-io-date plans and submit
copies thereof to the Minister on an an-
nual basis, unless exempted in writing by
a distriet inspector of mines. The plans
submitted will provide an accurate record
of the extent of mine excavations, efc.,
and as such will he a valuable contri-
bution to departmental knowledge of the
industry.

Section 55 of the Act provides for general
penalties; that is, penalties for offences
not otherwise specified in the Act. The
present maximums are $200 for an offence
by an owner and $40 for an offence by any
other person, In view of the serious nature
of some offences it is considered that on
present-day values these maximums do not
act as a sufficient deterrent and therefore
it is proposed to raise them to 3500 and
$100, respectively.

In addition, provislon is being made to
provide & penalty for continuing ofiences;
for example, an owner employing a per-
son in a capacity which requires a certi-
ficated person, and that person is not ap-
propriately certificated. In such a case both
the owner and the employee are at fault
and are liable.
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It is proposed to amend section 61 of the
Act to afford power to make regulations
dealing with—

(i) The appointment and functions of
inspectors. Presently the power is
restricted to the *“duties” of an
inspector.

Railways on mines,

Dredging on mines.

The employment, training, and
examination of persons having
charge of machinery in or about
a mine.

(v) The issue, suspension, and cancel-
lation of certificates, permits, or
other authorisations or exemptions
required or permitted by the Act.
The drainage of mines.

The health, safety, and profection
of persons engaged in the mining
and processing of rock containing
a radicactive substance.

In the cases of (ii) to (vii) there are no
appropriste powers at present.

The practice of declaring some regula-
tions to be general rules and to be posted
at mines is being discontinued because the
general rules amount only to a selection
of the regulations with which mineworkers
are primarily concerned, and it is now con-
sidered that no differentiation should be
made. The necessary amendment is being
made in section 61 (4), and this will in-
clude a provision that, as in the past,
notices of applicable regulations will be
available for posting at mines.

I have not mentioned some minor
amendments, but these are more in the
nature of being consequential or for the
purposes of tidying-up or updating.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned for one week, on mo-
tion by Mr Taylor,

(i)
(iii)
(iv)

(vi)
(vii)

Message: Appropriations

Message from the Governor recelved and
read recommending appropriations for the
purposes of the Bili,

CONSTITUTION ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 10th October.

MR J. T. TONKIN (Melville—Leader of
the Opposition) (745 p.m.]l: The purpose
of this Bill is to enable the salary of the
Governor to be increased from $17 000 to
$25 000 a year and to take effect as from
the 1st May last. The Governor's salary
has not been increased for a period of five
years. Generally, it was the practice to
glve consideration to the Governor's salary
after the tribunal had made a decigion on
parliamentary salaries. This should have
been done in 1971, but was not done be-
cause the term of the then Governor—=Sir
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Douglas Kendrew—was extended for &
limited period by mutual sgreement, and
it was felt that no alteration in the salary
should be made in the circumstances.

When discussions were heing held with
the presen$ incumbent of the office it was
pointed out that the Government recog-
nised that the salary being paid wes not
adequate, and it was mentloned that a
parliamentary tribunal would, this year, be
considering parliamentary salaries and we
should wait until that finding had been
announced and, when it was, the Gover-
nor's salary would be increased, and there
would be some retrospectivity,

This Bill meets that undertaking and if
one endeavours to ascerfain what is a fair
ficure naturally one would turn to the
salarles being pald to Governors in other
States, but one cannot get a clear under-
standing of the position, because the con-
ditions applylng are not constant in the
States. In some States, in relation to the
salary paid to the Governar, the Governor
meets certain other expenses of the Gover-
nor's establishment. In other States the
Governor s not expected to meet these
other expenses out of the salary paid to
him as the Government meets them.
Therefore to make a stralghtout compari-
son of the figures being paid in each State
would lead to an entirely wrong conclusion.

We have looked at the figure proposed
and we think 1t is reasonable. We think,
also, in view of the fact that the Gover-
nor’s salary has not been altered for a
periocd of five years, durlng which the
salaries and wages of almost everybody
else have been Increased, that one could
not reasonably expect the Governor to
remain in this positlon at & salary less
than that now being offered. I believe it
is reasonable, in consideration of the terms
under which the Governor accepted the
posftion initially, that there should be
some retrospectivity. So we on this side
of the House support the Bill belleving it
is the correct thing to do.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—
Premlier) [7.49 p.m.]l: I thank the Leader
of the Opposition for his support of the
Bill. He summarised the position very
well, and as we understand it to be. I am
therefore glad there is mutuel understand-
ing and acceptance of the proposed adjust-
ment.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

DISTRESSED PERSONS RELIEF TRUST
ACT AMENDMENT RILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 10th October.
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MR J. T. TONKIN (Melville—Leader of
the Opposition) [7.52 p.m.]): The Treasurer
has informed the House that the Distressed
Persons Relief Trust has helped a num-
ber of people and has really justified its
existence, but its operations have not been
as expedient as they were expected to be
because of a little difficulty which has
occurred from time to time; that 1s, of
being unable to obtain a quorum of the
members of the trust so that the business
could be =attended to.

The only purpose of this Bill 1s to make
an additlon to the trust to facilitate the
holding of meetings to enable the business
of the trust to be more expeditiously trans-
acted, and I do not think anybody will find
any objection to that objective. It Is moest
desirable that the business of the trust
be facilitated so that its real Intention can
be more adequately fulfilled. Therefore we
on this side of the House are pleased to
support the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second tlme.

In Committee, efc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

INDECENT PUBLICATIONS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 3rd October.

MR T. J. BURKE (Perth) (7.55p.m.]:
When the Chief Secretary introduced this
measure, he Indicated, In his second read-
ing speech, that the Bill was not designed
to affect current standards, but rather,
more effectively, to police the legislation
at present on the Statute book., He also
pointed out that the major provisions of
the Bill were to allow the police o tackle
the problem of obscene literature at points
of distribution and publication.

We support the Bill. In fact, I can go
back to the correspondence of the Minis-
ter’s predecessor where some retailers
sugeested good ideas to pollce the Inde-
cent Publications Act more eflectively;
that is, if it were to be policed at al.

In introducing the second reading of the
Bill the Chlef Secretary sald that, in the
past, legislation of this nature had secured
the co-operation of the Opposition and
that there had been Mttle chjection to
the policing of {t. I am not arguing
against the principle of it at the moment,
and the Chlef Secretary can be assured
that the Opposition will co-operate with
him. Nevertheless, we expect Ministers,
when presenting Bills, to give us all the in-
formation possible in their second reading
speeches and thus give us a true plcture
of what the Government proposes in the
legislation it is bringing forward.
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The fact {5 that the only omission in the
Chief Secretary’s second reading speech
was @ reference to that which, in the
minds of the Opposition, is the only con-
tentious Issue, and therefore there was an
inclination to belleve that the omission
may have been purposeful, However, I will
deal with that later. Dealing with the Bill
itself, as I have indicated, it seems that,
in large part, it will do what the Chief
Secretary suggests; namely, to improve the
polleing of it.

Clause 4 of the Bill seeks to add films
and tape recordings to indecent publica-
tions and I agree that this is procbably
necessary. Clause 5 Involves distribu-
tors and publishers and seeks to increase
the penalties slightly for retailers, sighi-
ficantly for. publishers and distributors,
and also seeks to include directors of pub-
lishing and distributing firms so that the
people responsible can be plnned down
where it can be shown there is a case.

I welcomed a move earlier thls year—
which was of great assistance to retallers
—for the publication in the Government
Gazette of what was considered by the
committee to be restricted iiterature. Such
a move will be improved by the provision
of a secretary to the committee and by
registration of persons who sell “restricted
publications™. I think this is the only sure
method of ensuring that retailers get
access to information of what is considered
by the committee to be restricted litera-
ture, and also In regard to action taken
from time to time on the subject of indec-
ent publications.

I do not think we c¢an object to the
Imposition of a reglstration fee of $256. In
fact I see this as a protection for the
newsagent; the sort of protection I have
been looking for for some time on behalf
of the people I represent,

I belleve that the Bill, to that point at
least, is quite acceptable to the Opposition.

I now refer to that clause in the Bil!
which I cannot accept. This Is the clause
to which, In hls second reading speech, the
Chief Secretary made absolutely nho refer-
ence. In kindness o him I will say that he
probably overlooked it, and I hope that
thls approach to the posltion is correct.
We cannot acecept this clause. In his
second reading speech the Chief Secretary
sald that the chief object of the Bill was
to improve the pollelng of the Act and to
enable the pelice to tackle the problem of
obscene literature at the source; that is, at
the retailer or publisher level.

Mr Stephens: You mean the wholesaler,
I take 1t?

Mr T. J. BURKE: At the source. At
the present time the procedure 1s that a
policeman goes Into a retail establishment
and purchases a publleation he conslders
to be obscene. The charge laild is the
selllng of an obscene publication. Under
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proposed section 12A (1) a policeman at
whim will be able to enter any retall estab-
lishment in Perth, The provision reads—

12A. (1) Where the bhusmess of
selling or distributing publications is
carried on in any premises a mcmber
of the Police PForce may, without
further authority than this subsection,
enter those premises at any reasonable
time and search for and seize any
publications which appear to him to be
indecent or obscene,

At present at least the policeman is re-
quired to pay for the publication. He
probably goes to his senlor officer for the
necessary funds and that, in itself, Is a
restriction on the policeman because it
makes him consider his action. If this
provision in clause 9 1s included in the Act
the result will be that a policeman will be
able to enter a newsagent's premises at
will. He will be able to go through the
shelves and an extreme suggestion would
be that he would probably drop in on s
Friday afternoon, collect his weekend's
reading, then drop it back on Monday
morning and indlecate to the newsagent
that there was nothing obscene in the
materfal. I say this with no intention to
reflect on the force because I do not really
belleve it would happen, but it could.

Mr Stephens: You are wrong in that
assumption,

Mr T. J. BURKE: The Minister's ex-
planation will have to be good because I
intend to press for the deletion of the
clause unless the Minister can offer & very
good explanation when replying to the de-
bate. That is only a part of my cbjection.
As I have said, at the present time there is
some restraint on the polliceman because
he must buy the publication and that is an
impediment.

In his second reading speech the Min-
ister said he was trying to get at the source
and that he was trying to protect the
retailer from the awful imposition on him
now to judge what is obscene.
To remave the necesslty for the
policeman to purchase the publication is
an unnecessary infringement on the rights
of these people, particularly in view of the
other restrictions applied under the legis-
lation and to wnich the Opposition agrees,

Subsection (2) of proposed section 12A
provides that when a justice of the peace
is satisfied by complaint on oath sworn by
a member of the Police Force that there
are reasonable grounds for suspecting ob-
scene literature is to be found on the pre-
mises, he may issue a warrant to authorise
a member of the Police Force to enter
those premises. The only difference in the
two subsections is that one provides for
the entry without a warrant to be at any
reasonable time, which would probably
mean during business hours. Therefore I
suggest this provision applies particularly
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to retailers. The second provision enables
the policeman to enter the premises at
any time.

It is very easy for a policeman to get
hold of & warrant when he suspects some-
thing is wrong, something illegal is being
done, or something obscene is being re-
talied.

Mr Hartrey: Too easy.

Mr T. J. BURKE: As the member for
Boulder-Dundas suggests, sometimes it is
too easy. Proposed subsection 124 (1) is
unnecessary and is damaging. The other
provisions are good and just. It is quite
easy for a policeman to obtain a warrant
to enable him to enter a retailer's estab-
lishment during normal trading hours to
glance at literature. As I have said, the
proposals in the Bill are good except for
this one provision and I reauest the Min-
ister to delete proposed section 12A (1),
Unless he can give some very good reasons
for its retention, I am afraid we will have
to oppose it.

The only other clause with which I wish
to deal is clause 10 which amends section
14 in order to add certain immunities.
This provision has a connection with my
objection to proposed section 12A (1). The
legislation will allow a policeman to seize
on a whim, not necessarily with any jus-
tification, and he {s given legislative pro-
tection, The clause states that a policeman
may go into any retailer's establishment
and, I presume, any wholesaler's premises.

Mr Stephens: It says that. It refers to
8 distributor,

Mr T. J. BURKE: That is so. He can
go during normal hours at a reasonable
time. Under clause 10 the Ileglslation
confirms an immunity given under pro-
posed section 12A (1). I am sure that the
liberty given the enforcement officer under
proposed section 12A (1) is quite unneces-
sary in view of proposed section I2A (2).
I therefore sincerely ask the Minister to
reconsider this matter. Without proposed
section 12A (1) the legislation would be
quite acceptable to the public and, I am
sure, would have the full support of the
retailers about whom I am primarily con-
cerned.

MR STEPHENS (Stirling—Chief Sec-
retary} [8.08 pm.)l: I thank the member
for Perth for his qualified support of the
measure, and 1 am only sorry he could
not go the whole way and also accept
proposed section 12A (1); but I will deal
with that provision in 28 moment. I would
like to assure the honourable member
that if I did not make reference to this
provision in my second reading speech, it
was not Intentional, but was a genuine
omission on my part. After all, this is
the purpose of debates. Any peoints missed
can be raised by any member and clarifi-
cation ¢an be sought. However, I would
emphasise that the omission was not de-
liberate.
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1 would like to pay a tribute to the com-
mittee which has been functloning under
the amendments Introduced some 18
months a2go by the present Opposition. I
think we all agree—and I mentioned this
during my second reading speech-—j:hat
the debate on that occasion ensued in &
spirit of co-operation. I must cqncede that
the committee has been functioning well
and I pay a tribute to the work it has
done.

with your Indulgence, Mr Spea!{er. I
would llke to read the standards it has
evolved so that they will be recorded in
Hansard. Then, perhaps in 100 years
time when people are reading the debate
they will believe we have been very Der-
missive in this day and age.

The SPEAKER: Is the quotation very
long?

Mr STEPHENS: Ny, Mr.Speaker. it is
about half a page. In making its recom-
mendations to me, as Chief Secretary, the
committee has used the following guide-
lines—

1. Any publication which showed
photographs of nudes in inoffens-
ive poses, whether male or fe-
male, I1s not recommended for
restriction or prosecution, wvro-
vided it is free of other offens-
jve matter as described below.

9. Serious sex manuals, mclugling
those showing sexual positions,
have been recommended for res-
triction on the grounds that
adults may have access to such
material, but children and those
who would be offended should not
be exposed to this type of publi-
cation.

3. Mere eroticism has not been re-
garded as grounds for Dprosecu-
tion. Most publications of this
kind have been recommended for
restriction for reasons given in
(2) above.

4. Where photographs of nudes
place emphasis on genitals, the
committee has wusually recom-
mended restriction for the same
reason.

5. Where articles, photographs a_Lnd
cartoon drawings depiet expliclt
sexual activity, the committee
usually recommended restriction,
unless the activity is perverted,
involved children, invelves incest,
or has overtones of sadism and
brutality, or 1s explicitly sadistic
and brutal (whether sexual or
not), l.e. hard core pornography,
then prosecution has been recom-
mended.

In following those guidelines, the commit-
tee has been effective inasmuch as to my
knowledge it has been successful in every
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prosecution that has heen launched. The
standards have been good and are ac-
cepteble to the community,

I mentioned earlier that the amend-
ments are designed basically to strengthen
the policing of the Act and not in any
way to alter the standards adopted. One
of the problems has been the time lag be-
tween the purchase of an offending pub-
leation by a policeman, or any other in-
dividual for that matter—because it has
always been the right of an individual! to
send publications to the committee
through the Chijef Secretary—and when
the classification takes place so that the
publication is recommended as a restricted
publication or prosecutlon is recom-
mended. Weeks can pass and during that
time probably most of the material has
heen sold through the booksellers so
the only result is that perhaps one or
two unfortunate resellers are prosecuted
while most of the material has been
sold and dispersed throughout the
community. The sale of material—particu-
larly obscene material—has not been pre-
vented. In my opinion this has been one
of the biggest weaknesses of the legisla-
tion, but with the amendments in the
Bill I think it can be obviated.

The princlpal objection of the Opposition
to the legislation concerned proposed sec-
tlon 12A(1) under which a policeman
at any reasonable time of the day would
have the right to enter the premises of a
business distributing or selling publica-
tions. I presume that normal shopping,
trading, or distribution hours would be re-
garded as & reasonable time. The difference
between proposed subsections (1) and (2)
is that under the latter subsection the war-
rant would enable the police to go into any
type of building, whereas under subsection
(1) they are restricted to those businesses
selllng or distributing publications, Clearly
they must be engaged in this activity
whereas with a warrant the police can
enter any type of building where an
activity Is pursued, sly or otherwise, but
in which the business is not necessarily
set up for reselling or distributing. That
is the difference.

I am rather surprised the member for
Perth has taken exception to this provision
because it is very similar to provisions in
measures intraduced by the present Oppo-
sition during its term of office. A simlilar
provision s found in eight Acts introduced
by the then Government, these Acts being
the Environmental Protection Act, the
Aboriginal Heritage Act, the Community
Welfare Act, the Construction Safety Act,
the Noise Abatement Act, the Western
Australian Preoducts Symbol Act, the Sales
by Auction Act, and the Motor Vehicle
Dealers Act.

It is strange that this provision should
be wrong when we include it in a Bill,
although it was correct when the previous
Government included it In a Bill. T will
not go into the details of the other Acts
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but I was Involved In the debate on the
Auction Sales Blll and I will mention it
specifically to illustrate the point I am
making. Section 28(1) of the Auction
Sales Act states—

28. (1) All books, accounts, docu-
ments, and other records that are re-
quired to be kept under this Act by a
licensee, shall at all reasonable tlmes
be open to inspectlon by any persen
duly authorized in writing in that
behalf by the Minister elther generally
or in any particular case.

Section 30(3) of that Act states—

(3) The provisions of section 28
apply, subject to this sectlon, to any
records relating to a sale of stock by
auction, and any member of the
Pglice Force of the State or per-
son appointed as an inspector for
the purposes of the Stock Diseases
(Regulations) Act, 1968, shall be
deemed to be a person duly author-
ized in writlng for the purposes of
subsectlon (1) of that section in re-
lation to the records of any sale of
stock by auction.

So it is stated quite specifically that a
policeman is taken to be a person duly
authorised by the Minister.

Mr T. D, Evans: But that does not give
the policeman the right of general search.
He is on the premlises in relation to¢ records.

Mr STEPHENS: It relates to the books
themselves—to what may be regarded as
obscene publications or what may be classi-
fied as restricted publications. The mem-
ber for Perth said a policeman could
wander Into a retail shop on a Friday after-
noon, pick up half a dozen books, and take
them home for weekend reading. That 1Is
not so. Provisions are laid down in the
Bill which the policeman must follow. Once
having confiscated the hooks which he con-
siders to be obscene, he must deliver them
forthwith to the commitiee for classifica-
tion.

Mr T. J. Burke: That could be on Mon-
day morning.

Mr STEPHENS: But he must take the
whole lot—not just one copy but all the
publications. This 15 the advantage of the
provision because until such time as the
committee makes a recommendation, which
may or may hot be approved by the Min-
fster, none of the questionable publications
is avallable for sale. It Is not possible for
them to be distributed or sold into the
community until a decislon is made.

Mr Skidmore: So by confiscation of the
lot, a publication is considered to be
obscene before there has been any chance
to prove to the contrary,

Mr STEPHENS: The policeman must
follow certain procedures, and the situation
is only temporary. The publications must
go before the commitiee, which then makes
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its classification. If the committee decldes
no action should be taken, the publications
will be returned forthwith to the owner,

Mr Skidmore: A publicatlon which was
not obscene could be lost to the seller. You
are restricting his right to do business,

Mr STEPHENS: Only temporarily, but
if the legislation is to work properly in the
way the public demand that it work, until
such time as a decision has been arrived
at the publications should not be sold.

Mr T. J. Burke: Why cannot the police-
man just take out a warrant to do that?

Mr STEPHENS: I have already made
that point. Another elght Acts have a
similar praovision.

Mr T. J. Burke: Those Acts do not
contain a provision for a warrant,

Mr STEPHENS: This Bill has provision
for a warrant. The policeman can still go
into the places for which a warrant has
been taken out.

Mr T. J. Burke: The next new sub-
section in the Bl provides for a warrant.

Mr STEPHENS: But they are two dif-
ferent situations. The second provision
covers people who are not necessarily en-
gaged in the selllng or distribution of
publications and is a general provision;
whereas the first provision relates speci-
fically to those involved in that areas.

Mr T. J. Burke: One clause could cover
the lot. It would be so easy to require
them to obtaln a warrant snd cover ihe
iot in one clause,

Mr STEPHENS: I do not see any
objection to this provision. It ts no differ-

ent;; from the provisions contained in other
Acts.

I think I have been sldetracked into
speaking more on Committee Mnes rather
than in general debate. However, I thank
members of the Opposition for the qualified
support they have indicated and I trust we
can resolve the matter to our satisfacrion
in the Committee stage.

Question put and passed.
Bill read g second time.

In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr
Thompson) in the Chair; Mr Stephens
(Chief Secretary) in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 8 put and passed.

Clause 9: Section 12A added—

Mr T. J. BURKE: The Chief Secretary
has not proved the necessity for this pro-
posed section. He has tried to distract the
Chamber by refetrlng to similar provis-
lons in other legislation, overlooking the
faet that the proposed subsection (2) in
this clause requires the swearing of & war-
rant. I suggest the propesed subsection
(1) is completely unnecessary.
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I have pointed out that it 1s very easy
for a policeman to obtain a warrant, and
by such a requirement we remove any
possibility of human frallty and perhaps
vindictiveness on the part of a policeman
towards a particular retailer, which has
happened in Perth, when, as has been
suggested to me, a retaller stands up to
the police. In the past a retailer might
have had good reason to do so because
he did not have the list of resiricted pub-
lications in the Government Gazette to
which he now has access.

The legislation will be very falr If it
keeps the retailer au fait with what the
committee considers should be restricted.
A problem will arise if we give policing
authorities an open slather by allowing
them to pass their own judgement on
publications and literature without having
recourse to another authority and without
any restriction. In the past the restriction
placed upon them was that they first had
to buy the publication and then sustain
before the court a charge of seliing litera-
ture which was obscene.

In the proposed subsection (1) we give
the police complete authority to pass their
own judgment on a publication. In the
next proposed subsectioh we give a wider
authority, which c¢an encompass the
authority conferred in the first proposed
subsection. I do not see why the Minister
cannot agree that proposed section 12A(2)
covers the requirement completely. I urge
members to oppose praposed subsection
(1) because it is unnecessary verbiage in
the Bill. The requirement that a warrant
be ohtained places the operation of the
policing authority on a more serious level
which will ensure that the legislation does
what we want it to do; that is, to ensure
that retailers are protected and that the
public of Western Australia have more or
less unfettered access to literature which
is on the market.

In my opinion it is most important that
retailers, newsagents, and the little corner
stores be protected. Tonight's issue of the
Daily News contains a report that three
newsagents in Geraldton have been fined
$700 between fthem under the existing
legislation.

Mr HARTREY: I applaud the argument
put forward by the member for Perth
and his insistence on reference to a war-
rant. I appreciate the Chief Secretary’s
distinction between the objectives of the
two proposed subsections. It is reasonable
that a large quantity of what may be
grossly obscene literature should not be
disseminated amongst the community
while the committee is sitting in judg-
ment on it. On the other hand, there is
no sense in allowing an ordinary police-
man to wander into a reputable shop and
seize goods simply because it is a news-
agency. From the way the Chief Secretary
spoke, one would think publishing houses
and newsagenclies were not reputable. He
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sald the distinetion between proposed sub-
sections (1) and (2) was that (1) related to
particular premises, but surely there is no
stigma attaching to people who sell these
publications.

The member for Perth stressed the fact
that it is very easy to obtain a warrant.
Unfortunately, that is so, and I do not
regard it as being necessarily a good fea-
ture. The way proposed subsection (2)
is worded, it would not be very easy to
obtain a warrant, and it should not be
very easy. It réeads—

Where a justice is satisfied—

The justice is not just told to do some-
thing. He must be actually satisfied. It
continues-—

—by complaint on cath—

Not the mere say-so of a policeman, but on
his oath. It continues—

—that there is reasonable ground for
suspecting . . .

That does not mean the obtalning of a
warrant should be easy. Unfortunately,
those precautions which are prescribed by
Statute are not =slways taken. Justices
are too mueh inclined to do what police-
men ask them to do. This provision could
be carried out in the perfunctory manner
In which so many other police functions
are discharged.

I have been for many years a criminal
lawyer, and all my life I have been an
ardent supporter of the rights of the sub-
jeet. I do not think it is proper that
any ordinary constable or even the Com-
missioner of Police should have the right
to walk intoe my shop and say, “I will take
that, judee it, and take it away from you
while someone else decides whether or not
I am doing the right thing.” A warrant
should be required. I can see no common
sense in saying the policeman must have
a warrant which has been issued by a
justice who is satisfied by complaint on
oath sworn by a constable, in order to
take indecent publications from some
places whenh he can walk into a respectable
person’s business and take them without
a warrant.

Where does that make any sense? I am
not trying to bhe sarcastic, or to score a
point. I know members opposite are con-
cerned about the liberty of our fellow citi-
zens, and T ask them to put the same safe-
guards in the first proposed subsection as
they are willing to put in the secand. Why
should there be a serious requirement to
proteet the liberties of some people in pro-
posed subsection (2), and no reguirement
to protect the liberties of specified persons
in proposed subsection (1)°?

For goodness sake, we are all human
beings. This is not a party political meas-
ure, I appeal to the Minister to withdraw
his opposition to our suggestion of requir-
ing a warrant to be issued under proposed
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subsection (1), when he is quite willing to
include this provision in proposed subsec-
tion (2).

Mr A. R. TONEKIN: I wish to speak
briefly in support of the member for Perth
and the member for Boulder-Dundas. I
remember in another issue before this
Chamber the point was made that iIn
matters of this kind we must walk the
line bhetween making the job of the auth-
orities to get prosecutions fairly simple but
at the same time looking after the rights of
the subjects. During the discussion on the
amendments to the Police Act, the Oppo-
sition suggested changes and the Minlstqr
for Police was pleased to accept these. This
led to a decent kind of compromise. The
same course is open to the Chief Secretary
now. We are anxious to provide that un-
satisfactory publications are not sold with
impunity; nevertheless, we must remember
the rights of the individual. The pro-
prietors of bookshops have these rights
also.

Proposed subsection (2) provides for the
swearing of a complaint in order to ob-
tain a warrant. Why then should this ar-
bitrary power be given to the police in pro-
posed subsection (1)? A policeman taking
action under this provision would be open
to the suggestion that he was ventir_lg his
spleen on a particular bookseller. It is not
good enough to say there is no question of
that: the opportunity must be seen not to
be there for such a charge.

It should be quite clear that when a
poiiceman acis he has at least satlsfied a
justiee in theory that there are reason-
able grounds for obtaining a warrant. Al-
though the Minister does not belong to that
celebrated party, most members opposite
call themselves Liberals, and this suggests
that they are concerned with the liberty
of the subject. Therefore, they should pro-
tect the subject by agreeing to the deletion
of proposed subsection (1).

Mr SKIDMORE: I object to the inclu-
sion of subsection (1) of proposed section
12A. The Minister referred to the Con-
struction Safety Act, and he sald that
certain provisions were inserted into this
Act in respect of powers of this type. 1
mention this to illustrate the big differ-
ence between the powers glven to an In-
spector under that Act and the powers
which will be given to policemen under
the proposed subsection we are discussing.
Under the Construction Safety Act an in-
spector may enter premises, but very clear
and well-defined criterla are set down upon
which he may act. The regulations under
that Act establish, without any shadow of
doubt, the manner in which an Inspector
may undertake to see that the safety of the
workers is looked after. On the other hand,
when we look at the powers of the pollice
under proposed subsection (1) we find that
no criteria could possibly be lald down as to
whether or not a publication could be con-
sldered obscene. We must rely on the
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policeman's observation in this case. It is
an unfair inference to say that we should
accept this proposed subsection because of
the provisions in the Construction Safety
Act.

I agree with the member for Perth that
the decision as to whether or not a pub-
lication is indecent or obscene should not
rest on the individual policeman. A police-
man may find it very difficult to decide
this question, but if he is instructed to
carry out this activity, he would have to
make a decision. However, under proposed
subsection (2), he must swear before a
justice that there are reasonable grounds
to take such action, before the issuing of
a warrant. We must adequately protect the
public to see that there is no pernicious
activity on the part of the police. I am
warried that this proposed subsection
places the onus on the police.

Mr STEPHENS: It looks as though our
co-operation has broken down. Various
points have been made, but I will refer to
the last one first. I mentioned the Con-
struction Safety Act but perhaps I did not
make it quite clear that I was referring
specifically to the power to enter premises
without warrant. I was more specific in
regard to the Sales by Auction Act because
I have had experience with this legislation.
I sald that under thls Act the police had
the power to enter premises to check books.
If they wanted to, they could swear out a
warrant under the legislation.

Mr Hartrey: But they cannot take the
books away.

Mr Taylor: They need a warrant to take
them away.

Mr STEPHENS: That is right, but the
inspectors may enter premises to find out
what Is happening. In this legislation the
police have a certain course of action to
follow when they believe that certain pub-
licatlons are obscene or indecent. These
publications must he referred immediately
to the committee for it to pass judgment.
When the committee decldes that no action
is to be taken, the books are returned
immediately.

Mr Taylor: Do they leave a receipt?

Mr STEPHENS: The member for
Boulder-Dundas said that this provision is
a reflection on newsagents. I want to
make it perfectly clear that this was never
the intention. Proposed subsection (1) re-
fers to people engaged in the selling or
distributlon of publications. However, pro-
posed subsection (2) is a more general
provision, Proposed subsection (1) pro-
vides that the premises may be entered at
any reasonable time, and we assume this
to be the normal hours of business trading.

Mr Taylor: As long as the doors were
open.

Mr STEPHENS: Yes. One of the areas
In which the provision In proposed sub-
section (1) will be partlcularly useful is in
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policing the distribution of the publica-
tions. The member for Boulder-Dundas
referred to the necessity for the policeman
to obtain a warrant, and I suggest this
time factor would act against the police.
Distributors are continually turning over
their publications—some come out weekly,
and some monfhly. How could anyone
swear that he reasonably believed obscene
publications were held by the distributor
if he has no means of access to the distri-
butor's premises?

This would not be any policeman, as the
member for Boulder-Dundas has said. This
would be a member of the liquor and gam-
ing squad.

Mr Hartrey: How could those policemen
be better than anyboedy else? They may be
worse?

Mr STEPHENS: The Traffic Act may be
enforced by any policerman, but it is usually
the traffic police in the metropolitan area
who enforce it. Even if I am unable to
convince the Opposition that this clause
should be retalned, it is equally true that
the Opposition has not convinced me we
should delete 1it.

Mr Hartrey: You are better informed
now, anyway.

Mr T. J. BURKE: I am pleased that I
had reasoned support for my contention
that this proposed subsection should be
deleted. The Chief Secretary has not an-
swered my arguments. We believe proposed
subsection (2) would cover guite adequately
al] that is necessary. I move an amend-
ment—

Page T—Delete subsection (1) of new
section 124,

Amendment put and a divislon taken

with the following result—

Ayes—17
Mr Bateman Mr Fletcher
Mr Bertram Mr Harman
Mr Bryce Mr Hartrey
Mr B. T. Burke Mr Skidmore
Mr T. J. Burke Mr Tayler
Mr Carr Mr A. R. Tonkin
Mr Davies Mr J. T. Tonkln
Mr H. D. Evans Mr MclIver
Mr T. D. Evans {Teller}
Noes—22

Mr McPharlin

Mr Blaikie
Mr Nanovich

Sir David Brand

Sir Charles Court Mr O1d
Mr Coyne Mr O'Neil
Mrs Craig Mr Ridge
Mr Crane Mr Shalders
Dr Dadour Mr Slbson
Mr Grayden Mr Sodeman
Mr Grewar Mr Stephens
Mr P. V. Jones Mr Watt
Mr Laurance Mr Young
{Teller}
Pairg

Ayes Noes
Mr Jamleson Mr Cowan
Mr Moller Mr Mensaros
Mr Barnett Mr Clarke

Mr Rushton

Mr May

Mr T. H. Jones Mr O'Connor
Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clauses 10 and 11 put and passed.
Title put and passed.
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Report
Blll reported, without amendment, and
the report adopted.

SOIL CONSERVATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 19th Septem-
ber.

MR H. D. EVANS (Warren) [8.49
pm.}: The amendments 1o the parent Act
are not of great moment or magnitude.
However, the parent Act deals with a
prablem of the first order; I refer to the
state and preservation of the agricultural
and pastoral lands of this State. The Bill
itself has four proposals: Firstly, it seeks
to appoint a deputy soll commissioner:
secondly, it seeks to appoint a deputy
chairman of the Soil Conservation Advis-
ory Committee. These are matters that
prokably should have heen attended to
many years ago, if not at the time of the
introduetion of the orlginal legislation.
The third point Is that the Bill seeks to
extend the membership of the Soil Con-
servation Advisory Committee; in the
Cemmittee stage, I intend moving the
amendment I have foreshadowed on the
notice paper, The fourth amendment in
this Biil relates to updating certain refer-
ences in the Soil Conservation Act. Again,
these amendmenis are comparatively
minor but are essentlal to the proper
operation of an Act of such importance.

The Opposition does not intend to ob-
ject to or inhibit the passage of this leg-
islatlon. Soil conservation is a question of
fundamental importance and is the re-
sponsihility of everyone, particularly mem-
bers of this House; it is of importance to
every person in the community, and the
nation as a whale.

Incidentally, the debate on the initial
legislation was very lengthy. It was In-
troduced by the Hon, F, J, S, Wise and the
Opposition speakers of the time were the
Hon. A. F. Watts and the Hon. D. R.
McLarty. The debate was conducted in
an atmosphere of appreciatlon and co-
operation, as is proper and fitting for a
matter such as this; such an attitude
should be maintained. The first volume of
Hansard for 1945 contains the debates in
their entirety and they are of consider-
able Interest and help one gain an appre-
clation of the wisdom of members of this
Chamber of the time. The debate was
conducted in a most commendable spirit;
it sought to achieve public confidence and,
to a large degree, it succeeded.

This attitude has permeated the whole
operation of the Act; the broad political
spectrum has been the motivating force.
The purpose of the Act was not to harass
but rather to educate farmers and the pub-
lic at large in matters of soil conservaticn.



[Tuesday, 15 October, 1974]

At the same tlme, it recognised that 1its
purposes would not be achleved readily
and, as a result, fairly stringent provi-
slons—real teeth—were included in the
compass of the legislation. However, as 1
sald, the whole approach was one of edu-
cation rather than of compulsion,

The original concept of the parent Act
was to repair the deleterious effects of
agriculture on the land, particularly in the
wheatbelt areas, and to preclude or at
least to minimise the impact of any
further development in the agricultural-
rural areas. It also sought to control the
release of land or, once it was released,
to ensure that it was used in a proper
manner, The legislation emanated from
the 1830s, when wldescale settlement in
many areas of the State was well and
truly under way.

The original debate covered probably
the broad examples of maltreatment and
misuse of agricultural land the world had
known. Various speakers referred to the
dust bowl of the United States of America
and to the Wimmera and Mzllee districts
of Victoria. The House was even given an
account of the mountains of New Zealand
being tinged with pink on occasions after
particularly heavy dust storms in south-
east Victorla. Reference was also made to
the Ord River area; I belleve we should
lock more closely at this area and per-
haps we will as the debate progresses. In
all, the debate viewed the broad perspec-
tive of man’'s history in agriculture, and
the shocking devastation that has been
created around the world, in the Mediter-
ranean area and in other places.

As I said, I suspect the motivation of
the parent Act was precipitated by the de-
leterious eiffects of the expanslon in cer-
eal growing which took place between the
two world wars. It is understandable that
In the depression period following World
War 1 the accumulated effects of the
shortage of fertiliser, the lack of fencing
and a lack of appreciation of erosion, and
poor husbandry and management methods
developed a situation where action was re-
quired and which finally manijfested it-
self in the parent Act to which I have
referred.

The Act was fairly broad and farseeing
for its time. It is rather interesting to
observe that the field of conservation has
invoived many sagacious officers in Govern-
ment departments over many years. The
officers of the Forests Department have
had as thelr main chjective the conserva-
tlon of our forests; the officers of the
Lands Departmeni, many years ago, set
aside areas which are now avallable today
and which otherwise would not have been
available had these officers not looked to
the future and shown a degree of appre-
ciation for future requirements which one
would not have expected. The officers of
the Department of Agriculture developed
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and operated an Act of this type which,
in many ways, probably was far ahead
of its time.

The parent Act established the State Soll
Advisory Commlittee, with provision for
district advisory councils. Administration
was made the responsibility of a commis-
sioner wha, of course, was answerable to
the appropriate Minister. As I have already
mentioned, the accent of the legislation
was on education and investigation rather
than compulsion and harassment. The
Act contains most Important powers, which
are widesweeping in thelr applicationn and
are still available to the Minister today,
if the situation were considered to require
thelr enforcement. The Minister has pow-
ers to acquire land for conservation re-
serves; this in itself covers a multitude of
sltuations. The Minister also has powers
to declare areas of eroslon and, of course,
this power has been put into effect, and has
invoked controls, where this has been
deemed necessary.

I point out that the Act contains a right
of appeal by the farmer against the use
of this power. It slso contains a safe-
guard in that the approval of both the
Minister and the commission is required
for the implementation of this provision.
It is interesting to note that two districts
were proclaimed under these powers. This
occurred in the wheatbelt, after World
War I. The restrictions imposed a three-
month requirement of notice befare clear-
ing and feilling proceeded. This had several
beneficial effects, and such a provision
could well be implemented In this day and
age.

The requirement to glve three months’
notice enables farmers and extension
officers to enter Into a much more detailed
and careful planning ¢f the land under
consideration. This is most important. In
this particular instance, this might not
have been done but for the existence of
the provision in the legislation. Indeed,
on many bprevious occaslons it was not
done, with disastrous results in some areas.

In the area concerned was found a cover
of banksia and prickly pear growing in
deep yellow sand which lends itself to sand
drift, and sand drifis became alarmingly
common in that particular region. The
educational process which resuited from
the implementation of this requirement led
to a very substanital practice, which de-
veloped much better husbandry of the land.
The approach to lay farming methods was
adopted, rather than developing the old
techniques of fallowing. So, too, was the
adoption of contour methods which other-
wise were regarded with the general con-
servative outlook which most farmers and
people display. It did hasten that process
of education and an acceptance of methods
which were much more suitable and adapt-
able to the particular area. Of course, this
had a spreading effect; and 1 was taken
up in other parts of the wheatbelt and
agricultural areas.
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The Act contains no actual provision
for dealing with salt encroachment, and
does not provide powers over salt encroach-
ment; nelther §s there any mention of
this in the amendments, The question of
salt was raised in the original debates. At
the time it was felt that it was not neces-
sary o bring within the compass of the
Soil Conservation Act the control of saline
areas of the wheatbelt.

The Act specifies salt erosion, and this is
stated within its terminology. In practice
salt encroachment and soll deterioration
have been a source of concern to extension
officers of the Department of Agriculture.
Whilst under the terms of the Act a clear
and specific definition of salt has been in-
cluded in practice, regard has heen paid to
this problem and it has recelved the atten-
tion of the officers involved.

At this point of time it is desirable
specifically to include a provision govern-
ing the treatment of salt in affected areas.
This is a matter which my colleague will
deal with when he introduces the amend-
ment which appears in his name on the
notice paper.

Perhaps it is appropriate to make refer-
ence to the internal structure of the De-
partment of Agriculture in order to gain
an appreciation of how the control of soil
conservation works in terms of reality.
Three sections are directly involved. The
first is the soil conservation branch which
in the main is concerned with the cereal
growing areas of the wheatbelt. The second
is the range land division which is inter-
ested primarily with the pastoral areas
of Wesiern Ausiralia.

In the pastoral areas, grazing and con-
servation are practically synonymous. They
are interrelated, and the control of one
virtually means the control of or effect on
the other. We can say that pasture control
in many of the pastoral areas is virtually
soil conservation control.

The third section of the Department of
Agriculture sa involved is the irrigation and
drainage branch. In most of its operations
it is concerned with the south-west portion
of the State; and it is here that we find
the high rainfall areas, and the attendant
problems which accrue with this geogra-
phical phenomencn. Should an instance
arise where, for example, the range land
braneh or the irrigation branch required
the resources of the so0il conservation
branch, the members of the different bran-
ches interchange. There is ready liaison
between them. There is also the ability to
transfer officers on a temporary basis to
ogvercome a problem. This has heen a desir-
able and effective method of dealing with
problems,

The assessment of salt encroachment is
worth mentioning. To determine this
precisely is not easy. The ¢ensus and sta-
tistics forms which are sent ocut include
one which provides the basic data relating
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to salt encroached land. An operation is
being carried out in 1974 by the Bureau
of Census and Statistics, but the forms
will not be collated for some little time. As
a consequence, the most up-fo-date figure
and the final evaluation of salt encroach-
ment methods have not been seen.

That is the situation which pertains to
the most up-to-date information on salt
encroachment that is available, The pre-
sent overall position of salt erosion is prob-
ably difficult to determine with absolute
accuracy, though it js recorded fairly well
—certainly well enough for all practical
purposes. The officers of the Department
of Agricultture are satisfied, and they have
a right to be satisfied, with the progress
that has been made in the last 25 years.

However, there are several matters which
should not be disregarded. The first is the
actual planning of farms. A much more
careful subdivision of areas, to take into
account watersheds, watercourses, and
other topographical features should be un-
dertaken. In the past this did not happen
when surveyors ran a perfectly straight
line from north to south, or from east
to west, without taking into account the
topography and the problems which might
result. Had such precautions been taken
many yvears ago we would have far fewer
erosion problems today. Boundaries and
roads could well have followed the con-
tours of the lIand to a much greater degree.
On the practical side fewer bridges and
other structures which require expenditure
would be built. Whilst on the one hand it
might sound altruistic, on the other hand
it is really significant in the establishment
of farms without looking to the actual pre-
servation of the precious topsoil on which
we are s0 dependent.

I have made reference to the co-ordina-
tion of the sections of the Department of
Agriculture. To enable greater liaison
within the controlling authorities, the
question of salt encroachment could well
be brought within the compass of the Act.
I feel the third aspect should be looked
at; that is, the general question of salt
erosion in its broad aspect throughout
Western Australia, starting no doubt with
the Gascoyne catchment area.

This was a very interesting exercise. Its
tremendous magnitude has not been re-
alised generally. The Gascoyne catchment
area represent something in excess of 24 000
square miles. It was shown In the initial
survey of, I think, 1870 that there was a
very considerable degree of denudation
richt throughout the catechment area. A
subsequent and more detailed evaluation
of the area showed that 3 6§34 square miles
of land was so badly eroded that unless
some precautionary and preventive meas-
ures were taken the erosion would be irre-
versible, and the land would not be regen-
erated except over centurles. A further
13 000 square miles comprised degenerated
land. There was some eroston in this area
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whieh needed to be watched. The remain-
ing 7900 square miles of land was not
affected. In the main it comprised ridges
which were rather stony but this land was
sultable for the production of satisfactory
grazing grasses; it has not been affected.

It is obvious that the area in the pastoral
regions which suffer most readily are the
accessible areas., These are the water-
courses which are readily suscepiible to
flooding. Unfortunately these areas con-
tain the scils which erode most quickly.
When factors of this kind arlse, together
with economic factors of drought which
leads to averstocking, it is understandable
that in times of high prices the pastoralists
endeavour to expand the operations to
absorb some of the eosts. As & consequence
it is very easy for land of this kind to suffer
from overgrazing.

Vermin have had a peripheral effect. In
the main It is provision for grazing by
way of improved facilitles such as water
that brings about over-use of areas. One
of the most dangerous factors are the
shearing sites, where the sheep are brought
into a paddock and retained for a week or
10 days longer than antlcipated; this is a
paddock of perhaps a square mile. It docs
naot take too many operations of this kind,
particularly in drought years, to ruin the
land finally. Many suggestions have been
put to the pastoralists, and they are being
received very well.

It is to the credit of pastoralists that
they appreciate the problems that have
becn created over the past 70 or 8D years
They are prepared to grapple with tine
situation, and to adjust stocking of the
affected areas and make provision for
mobile shearing units, rather than have
set points to which the animals are driven.

It Is with a fajr degree of pleasure that
the Opposition can look upon the exercise
in the Gascoyne as helng very useful, in
setting up a plan which can be fcilowed
by and is acceptable to the people in the
pastoral industry.

The Gascoyne Is only the first of these
areas and I have no doubt that the report
con the West Kimberley, when it does he-
come gvailable—and I understand 1t s now
being studlied—will be the source of some
very real concern.

I do not know the whole of the area
very well but from my understanding of it
T helieve it 1s in a worse state than was the
Gascoyne, and it will require a conslder-
able amount of effort and much patlence
and understanding by those in the pastoral
industry—whether they are concerned with
administration, or anything else—and I
hope they wlll accept the lesson learnt
from the Gascoyne and realise that some-
thing has to be done. The nettle has to be
grasped. I shudder when I reflect on what
could have been the story with regard fo
the Ord River area. Had the Ord River
Dam not been bullt it 1s most unlikely that
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any regeneration in the catchment area
would have taken place. It was the silta-
tion of the dam litself which activated
those concerned to do something about re-
generation.

The first step taken with regard to the
Ord River Dam was to fence off the stations
in the area. The whole area had been over-
grazed, and that had been occurring for
in excess of a century. The number of
cattle found was staggering, and far ex-
ceeded the expectations of the extension
officers whose job it was to round up and
sell the cattle. I think that something in
the order of 15000 cattle were found, the
existence of which was not previously
known. That is understandable because of
the nature of the terraln and the tremen-
dous breadth and extent of the area and
the rangeland type of pastoral industry
that had developed. The terrain does not
in any way resemble farming land as we
know it in broad acre terms,

The Ord River Dam has been a very
good illustration, Had it not keen con-
structed the catchment area would have
degenerated to a stage where it would
have been irretrievable. This is something
we should never lose sight of.

The West Kimberley has its problems
and, as I sald, I belleve the area is worse
than the Gascoyne was when we first
looked at it in detail, The Murchison and
other river areas have various degrees of
degeneration which should be looked at
urgently so that appropriate remedial
measures can be taken.

Probably the most fragile of the pastor-
al country is that in the area of the Nul-
larbor Pilain. There is very little latitude
for anything to be done with that sort of
area.

The SPEAKER: Order! My interest In
the member's speech has caused me to
overlook the fact that he is ranging widely.
I think he has tended to traverse a good
deal of Western Australia—in a most in-
teresting fashion-—but his speech is rather
beyond the scope of the appoiniments to
be considered under the provisions of this
Bill

Mr H. D. EVANS: I take your point,
Mr Speaker, and I appreclate the toler-
ance which you display, but I do think
that as the Soil Conservation Advisory
Committee is the body to which we have
to look for the realisation of the provisions
of this measure, perhaps it is fittlng that
they should be discussed at this time, It
may well be that the Soil Conservation
Advisory Commlitee will llalse with the
Pastoral Appralsement Committee, and
even bring the report of the West Klmber-
ley to light a little quicker than otherwise
might be the case. However, I take your
point, Mr Speaker, and I certainly will
not test your patience.

I will conclude by referring to several
provisions of the Bill! which have aroused
my interest. The first is the expansion, or
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the extension, of the Soll Conservatton
Advisory Committee by the appointment
of two additlonal members. The Minister
envisaged that the committee would be
extended from 10 to 12 members, but 1
suggest it should be extended by two fur-
ther members to make a total of 14. The
appointment of an additlonal two mem-
bers to a committee of 12 would not im-
pede the progress of the commlittee, and
the additional members would be able to
:_xpres;s thelr viewpoints at the appropriate
imes.

It 1s my intentlon to move for the ap-
pointment of two additional members, the
first to be the Director of Environmental
Protectlon or his nominee, for ocbvious
reasons. The area under discussion is one
in which the Director of Environmental
Protection should be closely associated, and
this should be one of his primary con-
cerns. I have no doubt that if he is fo be
involved it would be on a peripheral basls
rather than a direct involvement with any
specified responsibility on his part. The
second member to be appointed under my
proposal could well be taken ifrom the
?orlaiservatlon Council of Western Aus-
ralia,

The whole essence of this legislation,
ever since It was first introduced, has
been one of a spirit of co-operation and
education, and it has proceeded with a
degree of harmony rather than having to
Invoke the penal aspect which the Act pro-
vides.

Surely the conservation bodies which
have shown a very real and dedicated in-
terest should be represented on this par-
ticular committee. The legislation falls
well within the compass of their duties.
Their inclusion would provide a form of
liaison between the different authorities,
and as a result they would certainly ap-
preciate the fact that thelr work was
belng regarded as worth while, I will leave
further comment until the appropriate
stage of the Committec debate.

MR A. R, TONKIN (Morley) [9.23
p.m.]l: I want to talk very briefly on this
matter, and the main comments I want
to make relate to the two amendments
which I have on the notice paper. One
amendment is o do with the enlargement
of the council. The Government has seen
fit to appoint to the council representa-
tives of lpeal authorities and the Country
Shire Councils' Association of Western
Australia. That is a most desirable move.

However, the Oppositlon feels that at
the moment the council comprises people
who are largely representative of either
governmental Interests or of farming and
pastoral interests. There is no-one on the
council who can be regarded as a repre-
sentative of general conservation Iinter-
ests. I refer to those who do not obtain
their living from the soil, but who have an
interest in conservation matters. For that
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reason we fee! the Director of Environ-
mental Protection, or his nominee, and a
representative of the Conservation Coun-
cll of Western Australia would give the
body representation from environmental
interests outside the farming field, and
outsitde actual employees of the Govern-
ment.

The other amendment which appears on
the notice paper relates to a change in the
definition of “soll erosion". Soil erscsion
is usuzally taken to mean the removal of
soil by various sgencles, and not “soil de-
pletion”. As pointed out by the member
for Warren, the definition does not In-
clude the encroachment of salt and this
is one of the most worrying aspeets with
regard to soil conservation,

The guestion of salt encroachment has
now been included on the form sent out
by the Bureau of Census and Statistics.
It was not included in the previous census
period, and its Inclusion now Indicates
the concern felt by officers of the depart-
me-ntl with regard to the encrpoachment
of salt,

To my mind soll ercslon does occur
when there is salt encroachment which
leads to & deterioration of the vegetatlon.
That being so, the officers of the depart-
ment, generally speaking, are able to deal
with salt encroachment because they are
dealing with soil erosion; the two are
linked. However, it is guite clear there was
an oversight with regard to soil conserva-
tion.

Although soil has to be conserved in the
physical sense, it 1s alsc necessary to con-
serve the quallty of the soil by attempt-
ing to control the degree of saline ac-
cumulation. Therefore, I think it was an
oversight not to have a broader defini-
tion of “soil erosion” incliuded in the leg-
islation some 20 years ago. It was over-
looked and the proposal contalned in the
amendment will strengthen the hands of
the officers assoclated with soil conserva-
tion.

A tremendous amount of concern is felt
in Western Australia with regard to soil
conservation. I have received letters from
various conservatlion bodies—and I have
no doubt other members have received
letters also—expressing grave concern
ahout the degree of deterioration of the
soll in various parts of the State. I sug-
gest the Act will be strengthened by in-
cluding the proposed new definition. The
officers of the Department of Agriculture,
and the Minister, will then have power
over all kinds of soil depletion, and not
just the physical erosion of the soll.

The Opposition supporis the measure,
subject to the inclusion of the preopoced
amendments.

MR McPHARLIN (Mt. Marshall—Min-
ister for Agriculture) [9.28 p.m.J: I thank
both members who have spoken to the
Bill. They have both indicated that they
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are not in opposition, but that they would
like an examination made of the amend-
ments which appeat on the notice panper.

In his remarks the member for Warren
wandered far and wide and spoke of the
importance of a measure of this nature.
He mentioned the importance of soil con-
servation in our State, and he said it was
the responsibility of all of us to see that
we did not destroy the soil which was so
valuable to us. He went on o mention
the purpose of the Act when it was first
introduced, and the need for the provi-
sions embodied in the Act. Its purpose,
of eourse, was the protection of our soll
and to enable those who were responsible
for its protection to contact people in an
attempt to help them in the matter of soil
conservation.

The responsibility of the Soil Conserva-
tion Advisory Committee was established
by the Act of Parliament which was passed
in 1945, and that responsibility was for the
prevention of soil erosion to promote soil
conservation, The measure not only
affected the landholders, but all the people
of the State—the general public.

The service now operates gquite well, and
is one of four branches within the soils
division of the department. In many ways
the work done is complementary. The
basic concept of soil conservation is that
each landholder is responsible for main-
taining the soil resources of his property,
and for preventing soil erosion,

Soll erosion occurs In various ways, It
can be water-borne sediment or wind-
drifted sand which causes damage not only
at the source, but also fo adjoining land.

The service has promoted soil conser-
vation and it has extended its objectives
to try to educate people, particularly land-
holders, and to make them aware of soil
erosion problems and the need for con-
servation. The service tries to stimulate
interest in soil conservation generally and
to provide detailed information. It seeks
to develop skills necessary to promote the
conservation of soil. The officers have
various ways in which they carry out these
objectives; by individual contact with the
farmers; visits with contour surveyors;
group contacts in the form of field days;
farmers’ meetings, and discussion groups.
They visit primary, secondary, and agri-
cultural schools, as well as institutes for
tertiary education. The officers use the
mass media, country newspapers, district
office newsletters, departmental Press re-
leases, publications, and radio talks. They
liai~e with local government authorities
and other Government departments whose
responsibilities relate to land use. So by
this methed the knowledge of the people
on the land and the general public ts in-
creased.

Many requests are received for the soil
conservation service, but unfortunately in-
sufficient knowledge is available to give
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detailed instruction on some matters. Re-
search is still being undertaken by re-
search groups, district officers, and field
staff, in a co-operative manner, to try to
obtain better results, to promote greater
knowledge, and to preserve the soil as we
all desire.

S¢ we have separate broad flelds in
which these officers operate. The member
for Warren mentioned the hydrology sec-
tion, and this is of vital concern because
of the heavy rainfall in some places. The
research officers must know how much
rein falls, how heavy it is, and its effect
on particular places. It must also deter-
mine how much soil is moved when the
rain falls and how the action of the
rain causes erosion. Information of this
type is related to the farm water supplies,
and we are all aware that heavy rainfail
can cause deep gulleys.

The officers must know about the inten-
sity of the rainfall, the catchment hydrol-
ogy, dam caichment improvements, farm
dam evaporation, and so on. The study of
these matters 1s a lang-term exercise, but
the service is attempting to define some of
the problem areas. The actual loss of soil,
whether by wind or water, and its effect
on the community are matters which are
stfll being researched. The detalls are
being collated so that more exact informa-
tion can he provided to give greater know-
ledge of the very nature of soil conserva-
tion. Measurements are taken of wind
eroslon and of the varlability of the move-
ment of soll, Using mechanical means by
what they call soil microtopography, the
officers can obtain extremely accurate
measurements. The loss of soil in a cereal
growing area will affect subsequent yields
of crops. So we must use techniques of
pastoral development to retain the soil.
Successlve cropping and excessive stocking
in these pastoral areas can lead to a de-
pletion of the cover. By overgrazing and
the subsequent trampling of the animals,
the soil 1s bared and the wind can cause
heavy soil loss.

The SPEAKER: I am afraid the Minis-
ter is falling into the same trap as did
the member for Warren.

Mr McPHARLIN: I accept your ruling,
8ir, but this matter is of vast importance
to the whole of the State. However, I will
confine my speech to the Bill.

Mr A, R. Tonkin: The member for
Morley gave you a good example of that.

Mr McPHARLIN: We are not seeking to
amend the Act excesslvely. We wish to
provide for the appecintment of a deputy
commissioner of soil conservation, a deputy
chairman of the Soil Conservation Advisory
Committee, and to extend the membership
of that advisory committee.

In my second reading speech I outlined
quite clearly why we desired to appoint a
deputy commissioner and a deputy chatr-
man. I also explained the desirability of
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the appointment of two more members to
the advisory committese,

The parent Act was amended in 1967
to permit the membership of the board to
be increased from eight to 10. We are
now suggesting that this should be In-
creased to 12 members. The member for
Warren foreshadowed an amendment by
which it is intended to increase the mem-
bership to 14. He suggested the appoint-
ment of a member from the Department
of Environmental Protection and one from
the Conservation Council of Western Aus-
tralia. This raises the point about whether
a committee of that size would be too
unwieldy. We believe that a committee
membership of 12 would be sufficlent to
cope with the problems brought before
the committee.

Mr Carr: Perhaps we should take a
couple of those members off to make room
for conservationists.

Mr McPHARLIN: The members of the
commlittee are capable men, and we believe
that a membershlp of 12 is sufficient.

When we come to the Commititee dis-
cusston I will suggest to the member for
Morley a way in which his amendment
could be altered so that it would meet the
requirements of both sides. I do not be-
lieve my suggestion will detract from his
amendment. If the honourable member
accepts my suggestion, the second part of
his proposed amendment will be unneces-
zary. I will explain this in more detail
in the Committee stage.

Questionh put and passed.

Bill read & second time.

n Commiliee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees
(Mr Blaikie) in the Chalr; Mr McPharlin
fl_VlIlinlster for Agriculture) In charge of the
Bill.
Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed.
Clause 3: Section 4 amended—

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I move an amend-
ment—

Page 2—Insert after paragraph (¢)
the followlng paragraph to stand as
paragraph (d)—

(d) by deleting the interpretation
of the term “Soil erosion” and
substituting a new interpreta-
tion as follows—

“Soil depletion” means
the natural or accelerated
removal or deposttion of soil
or the deterioration caused
by salt encroachment, any
of which may be detri-
mental with respect to
agricultural, pastoral, or
forestry actlvities or engi-
neering or other works.

I am pleased the Minister has indicated
that he accepts the amendment in prin-
ciple, even though he proposes to suggest
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some mingr alterations. As I indicated
earlier, I believe my amendment would
strengthen the Scoll Conservation Act.
Perhaps we are making to provide for
something which to some extent is already
being practised. However, my amendment
would strengthen the authority of the soil
conservation service, and I hope it will be
supported by the Committee.

Mr McPHARLIN: The member for Mor-
ley seeks to delete the interpretation of the
term “Soll erosion” and to substitute the
interpretation of the term “Soll depletion”.
His proposed amendment also refers to
eroslon caused by salt encroachment,

The term “spil erosion™ Is still In com-
mon usage. It is understood widely, and I
feel that the word *“depletion” does not
clarlify or enhance understanding of the
intentilon of the parent Act. The term
"grosion” Includes both the sense of wear-
ing and the formation of other entitles. It
is consistent with the later phrase in the
definltion, ‘'the removal or deposition”.
The term “depletion” carries only the sense
of loss or emptying, and is netther an exact
nor complete synonym for the word
“erosion”,

The meaning of “erode' is "to eat Into
or away, to destroy by slow disintegration’;
and the meaning of “corrode” is '"to wear
away as land by the action of water, to
produce or form by erosion”. The mean-
ing of “deplete” is “to reduce by destroy-
ing or consuming the vital powers”. So
the term “soll erosion” Is mare fitting than
the term ‘sofl depletion™. An amendment
to add to the definition of “Soil erosion”
the words “or the deterloration caused by
salt encroachment” would be accepiable.

Mr A. R, TONKIN: I thought of that,
but I felt I would be murdering the
Queen's English if I made the term “soll
ergsion” embrace salf{ encroachment. If
the term “soll erosion” means exactly what
the Minister says i means, then I can see
no problem. I am happy to accept the
advice of the Minister in respect of adding
the words “or the detertoration caused by
salt encroachment” to the definition in the
parent Act. I presume I must seek leave
to withdraw my amendment and then move
ancther amendment.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr Blatkie):
That 1s ecorrect. Could we have the
amendment in writing?

Mr McPHARLIN: In an effort to expe-
dite the matter, I will glve my assurance
that if the member for Morley agrees to
my suggestion I will have the amendment
made In another place.

Mr A. R, TONKIN: Mr Deputy Chair-
man, Is it proper for me to withdraw the
amendment before the Committee and then
to suggest that certaln words be added to
the existing definition of '“Soil erosion”?
Otherwise the Bill will have to be sent back
from another place in order for us to
approve tts amendment,
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The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: If you can
draft the amendment fairly quickly, yes.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: 1 seek leave of the
Committee to withdraw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I propose the follow-
ing amendment to the parent Act—

Section 4, page 4, line 4 —Insert after
the word “sofl” the words “or the
deterloration caused by salt encroach-
ment any of".

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The mem-
ber for Morley has proposed to amend
the principal Act. He should indicate to
the Chair what part of the Bill his
amendment refers to.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: My amendment re-
fers to page 2, clause 3, line 34,

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The mem-
ber for Morley must properly draft his
amendment before the Chair can accept
it.

Mr A, R, TONKIN; Would the Minister
he agreeable to report progress? I do not
know what the Deputy Chalrman means
by “properly drafted”.

Mr McPHARLIN: Perhaps I could give
an assurance that the amendment will be
accepted in another place, The Bill could
be brought back to this Chamber in an
amended form and {t would not take
much time to put it through. I do not
want to report progress at this stage.

Mr T. D. EVANS: I can see the prob-
lem confronting the Chair and also the
member for Morley. From my reading of
the Bill, it is not competent for the hon-
ourable member to amend clause 3 in the
manner he has proposed. However, there
is one solution. The member for Maorley
could move {0 repeal the existing defini-
tion of “spil erosion” and to substitute
the same definitlon, adding the words re-
lating to the encroachment of salt. The
definition, with the addition of the pro-
posed words, could be re-enacted In the
parent Act.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Com-
mittee has only a rough draft of the hon-
ourable member’s amendment. For his
amendment tc be acceptable, it would
need to be in the form of adding a new
paragraph; in fact, this is what the hon-
ourable member seeks to do. The Bill we
are discussing does not relate necessarily
to interpretations, but the member for
Morley iIs seeking to change an interpre-
tatlon in the principal Act.

Mr A, R. TONKIN: But section 4 of the
Act deals with interpretations and this
Bill In fact seeks to amend section 4.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That does
not amend the section relating to soll
erosion.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: 1t deals with section
4, the section with which I am dealing.
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Mr O'Neil: The best idea is to do what
the Minister suggests. He will accept your
proposal and have it moved in another
place.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I have been
very tolerant with the member for Morley.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I agree that that
is the best step; to have the amendment
accepted and moved in another place,

Clause put and passed.
Clause 4 put and passed.
Clause 5: Section 9 amended—

Mr H. D. EVANS: I seek to amend this
clause by having two additional members
appointed to the advisory council. A look
at the parent Act will show that initlally
eight members were to be appointed. Five
of those were officers of Government de-
partments, and two others were to be rep-
resentatives of agricultural pursults and of
pastoral pursuits. The Act was amended
in 1967 to add another two members, one
of whom was to be an officer nominated
by the Commissioner of Main Roads,
appointed under the Main Roads Act, and
the other was a representative of agricul-
tural pursuits, making the required 10
members.

The Minister now proposes to add two
additional members; one to be recom-
mended by the Country Shire Councils’
Assoclation of Western Australia, or in
default of any such recommendation, by
the Minister personally, as a representa-
tive of the Interests of local sovernment
authorities. It will be noticed that the
total assemblage does not effectively rep-
resent those bodies which have shown an
active and devoted interest in soil con-
servation. Whilst I have respect for the
work done by officers of the varlous Gov-
ernment departments over many years on
soil conservation, I think it is desirable to
include the Director of Environmental
Profectlon and a representative of the
ltizonservation Council of Western Austra-

a.

The Minister said that a committee could
become too unwieldy and felt that this
committee may be reaching that stage. I
respectfully suggest to him that com-
mittees of such an august body as the
House of Commons have three or four
times the number of members an this com-
mittee. Consequent!ly an increase in the
size of the committee from 12 to 14 mem-
bers is not so very great when viewed in
that light.

1 also suggest that apart from the en-
coyragement and the recognition of the
conservation interests themselves a useful
liaison with the Government would be
created and, reciprocally, the Government
could probably cobviate misunderstandings
and difficulties if it has this channel of
communication open to it. For this reason
I feel that the extension of the committee
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to include the Director of Environmental
Protection or his nominee, and a represen-
tative of the Conservation Counci! of West-
ern Australia is desirable. Therefore I move
an amendment—

Page 3, line 24—Delete the word
“twelve'’,

Mr A. R. TONKIN: The purpcse of the
amendment is to place on this council the
Director of Environmental Protection, We
believe that a man of this calibre should
be a member of the council. When the Bill
is agreed to there will be representatives
of various Government departments, and
representatives of farming and pastoral
pursuits on the council. We bhelieve that
the soil of this State belongs to all the
people. If the soil is destroyed it is not just
the person who holds the freehold or the
leasehold of that land who is disadvan-
taged and perhaps ruined; but in the ag-
gregate Western Australia itself will even-
tually be destroyed.

Therefore we helieve that on the couneil
there should be representatives of soil con-
servation interests. We on this side of the
Chamber are interested in environmental
protection generally. We cannot agree that
the Mines Department which, after all is
sald and done is not particularly wedded
to soil conservation, should have a repre-
sentative on the council and the Environ-
mental Protection Authority should not, We
alsp belleve that if there are to be five
members on the counecil representing farm-
ing and pastoral pursuits, an overbsalance
would not be created on the council if a
representative of the Conservation Couneil
of Western Australia were appointed.

The Conservation Council of Western
Australia js a body with no financial axe
to grind. It is cancerned purely with en-
vironmental matters and we believe that
it should have a representative appointed
to the council. The Minister has said that
12 members is just the right number and
14 would be excessive. That is only look-
ing for an excuse. I do not know that there
is any perfect number of members to form
a committee. T agree that committees can
hecome too unwieldy but I do not think 14
members would be excessive when com-
pared with 12, Of course, & quorum will
considerably lessen that number; on many
occasions there will be fewer members pre-
sent than 14.

Various interests should be represented
on the committee. The Environmental Pro-
tection Authority, which is of tremendous
importance should he represented, as
should the Conservation Counctl, In the
case of the Conservation Couneil, it repre-
sents dozens of conservation bodles
throughout the State. The Government
should indicate it is sincere in canservation
matters by agreeing that the two repre-
sentatives proposed i{n the amendment be
appointed to the committee.
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Mr McPHARLIN: I Indicated earlier that
I did not think it would be desirable to
increase the membership of the committee
beyond the number proposed in the Bill
The amendment in the Bill seeks to in-
crease the number by two to bring it to
12 members. One of the additional mem-
bers is to be the representative of mining
interests, and the other is to be the repre-
sentatlve of country shire councils,

The committee now includes representa-
tives of five Government departments, and
four members representing the farmers and
pastoralists. All of them are keenly inter-
ested in their work, and this Is demon-
strated by what the committee has heen
able to achieve up to date.

Regarding the proposal by the Opposltion
to include a representative of or the Direc-
tor of Envirenmental Protection, I would
point out that the director has as much
work to do as he ¢an handle. He is a mem-
ber of many committees. Committees can
reach the stage where they become un-
wleldy through increased membership., In
my vlew the increase in the membership
of the committee by two more representa-
tives is sufficient. On those grounds I
cannot agree to the amendment.

Mr SKIDMORE: I wonder whether the
Minister has been arguing sgainst himself,
because when he introduced the second
reading of the Bill he said—

Conservation of the extensive land
areas under the control of and influ-
enced by the activities of country
shires is vital to the State.

He also mentioned that with increased
mining activity and the greater possibility
of associated erosion problems it was
appropriate to provide representation from
the Mines Department.

I am not unmindful of the comments
of the member for Morley who Indicated
that the Mines Department and the officers
working under the Act are at times hot
concerned with the environment, and willy-
nilly permit a reserve to be ploughed up
and set aslde for the mining of some sup-
posed deposit of mineral.

If we look at what some pastoralists have
done over the years in respect of seil con-
servation, we find all they have done was
to rape and denude the land so that its
regeneration would take years. Their
efforts have denuded the land of vegeta-
tion,

We have to take into account the heri-
tage of the cltizens of the State, and the
rights and wrongs of the matter. Some
pastoralists have walked off their leases
without any concern for the denudation of
the land. This also applies to socme small
farming communities of the past.

Mr McPharlin: Not in these days.
Mr SKIDMORE: Of course, there are.

That is why we have the Soil Conservation
Act. I believe this 1s the reason that the
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two proposed additional members—a rep-
resentative of the Director of Environ-
mental Protection, and a representa-

tive of the Conservation Council—
should be appointed. 1 say that some
farmers have heen unreasonable in

Iooking after our heritage and the land
they farm. In many parts of the wheat-
belt the farmers do not bother about soil
conservation. I am prepared to take mem-
bers on the Government side to parts of
the wheatbelt where areas of land have
been neglected.

Mr McPharlin: The inclusion of the two
members proposed in the amendment will
not make any difference at all.

Mr SKIDMORE: The additional mem-
bers will provide the necessary expertise
to ensure that protection is given to the
land, and that it is not raped as it has
been In the past by some land-hungry
farmers, leaving the people to sort out ihe
problems they leave behind.

Mr H. D. EVANS: There Is no guestion-
ing of the professional abllity or integrity
of the present members of the cominittee,
particularly those representing Govern-
ment departments. However, 1 feel that
the two additional members proposed in
the amendment have an equal contribution
to make, and their contribution will he as
effective to the State as is the contribution
by the existing members. The proposal is
that a representative of the Director of
Environmental Protectlon and a member
of the Conservation Council be appointed
to the committee.

It is not entirely a gquestion affecting the
farmlands, the pastoral leases, or the
economics; there is also the total spectrum
of problems dealing with the ecology which
arise in projects such as the Ord catch-
ment area. This land is now pure clay, and
runs for miles. It is only by the growth
of kapok bush and other species and
the use of special ripping machinery
that the land is being regenerated.
It is not only a question of the soil belng
affected; the denudation covers the total
range from microbiology to fauna and flora
in general. It i1s in the interests of the
State to have the two additional represen-
tatives on the committee.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: 1 cannat see why a
representative of the Mines Department
should be appointed to this committee, if
a representative of the Director of Environ-
mental Protection is not. I do not say the
Mines Department should not have a rep-
resentative. I belleve 1t should have one,
but I cannot see why it should have prior
claim to the representative of the Director
of Environmental Protectlon. It is uuite
possible that an officer of the Environmen-
tal Protection Authority has expert know-
ledge In this field. and he could be invalu-
able to represent environmental protection
Interests.

79)
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I realise that the existing committee has
the expertise of the conservation service,
However, this does not need to be a group
of experts. This is not an executive com-
mittee. There 1s no need to retain it as a
small committee; it 1s one which needs
balanced representation, so that ideas can
be put forward on all points of view that
are canvassed. For that reason 1t does not
matter whether the membership is 14 or 12.
In fact, the number will probably be 10
rather than 14 because probably all mem-
bers will not be present each time.

As I sald bhefore, the local government
representatives from the country are likely
to be farmers who have a pecuniary inter-
est. I am not saying that is bad, but that
also on the committee should be people
who have no filnancial axe to grind, and
one such person could be a representative
of the Conservation Council of Western
Australia.

We belleve the Minister ts belng un-
reasonable in his objection to the amend-
ment; in his contention that it is all right to
increase the membership of fhe committee
from 10 to 12, but not from 12 to 14; and
in keeping off the council those interested
in general conservation matters while re-
talning only representatives of Government
departments and farmlng and pasteralist
interests. In this way the representation
on the commitiee Is far tco narrow. We
want the committee to be widely represen-
tatlve of the many views available aon soil
conservation.

Mr DAVIES: It is very true to say that
the Director of Environmental Protection
is on numerous committees and has a
great amount of work to do; but the
amendment suggests that hls nominee
could be appolnted, and this may be highly
desirable. I want to remind the Commit-
tee that earlier thls sesslon we provided for
the Director of Environmental Protection
to be on the Town Planning Board because
his expertise could be used to very good
advantage. In the same way I believe his
expertise would he as useful to the author-
ity under discussion.

As members will recall, last year or the
year before a great dust problem occurred
in Kalgcoorlle, and the responsibility for
suggestions to overcome the problem rested
wholly and solely on the shoulders of the
Department of Environmental Proteciion.
However, that department worked in suc-
cessful collaboration with representatives
of the mining Industry. If such a pro-
cedure was good enough on that cccasion,
surely it 1s goed encugh In the circum-
stances we are debating. The outcome of
the work done in Kalgoorlie was that a tri-
partite organisation consisting of repre-
sentatives from the mining industry, local
government, and the Government put into
effect a programme which over the years
will have some permanent advantage.
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In the same way I believe that the ex-
pertise available should be used to the best
advantage in connection with the Soll Con-
servation Committee.

Amendment put and a division taken

with the following result—

Ayes—11
Mr Bateman Mr Harman
Mr Bertram Mr Hartrey
Mr Bryce Mr T. H. Jones
Mr T. J. Burke Mr Skidmore
Mr Carr Mr Taylor
Mr Davies Mr A. R. Tonkin

Mr H. D. Evans
Mr T. D, Evans

Mr J. T. Tonkin
Mr Mclver

Mr Fletcher {Teller)
Noes—23
Sir David Brand Mr Q'Connor
Sir Charles Court Mr Qld
Mr Coyne Mr O'Neil
Mis Cratg Mr Ridge
Mr Crane Mr Shalders
Dr Dadour Mr Slhson
Mr Greyden Mr Sodeman
Mr Grewar Mr Stephens
Mr P. V. Jones Mr Thompson
Mr Laurance Mr Watt
Mr McPharlln Mr Young
Mr Nanovich (Teller )
Paira
Ayes Nees
Mr Jamleson Mr Cowan
Mr Moller Mr Mensaros
Mr Barnett Mr Clarko
Mr May Mr Rushton

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clauses 6 and 7 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report

Bill reported, without amendment, and
the report adopted.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE
OF TECHNOLOGY
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 10th October.

MR T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) [10.30
p.m.1: This Bill seeks toc amend the prin-
cipal Act governing the operations of the
Western Australian Institute of Techno-
logy, which was enacted in 1966,

I took a great deal of interest in reading
the speech delivered by the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Education and
I came to the conclusion it was rather
familiar. As a result, I hastened to study
the proposals in the Bill and thence 1
found the reason for the familiarity. As
the Minister indicated the Bill is, in fact,
on all fours with the one introduced into
this Assembly last year and which, because
of certain circumstances, was allowed to
stay on the notice paper. It did not recelve
a determination, or the blessing of this
Chamber.

From memory, I belleve the nexus of this
Bill is to be found in a submission which
I personally put to Cabinet in the former
Government in 1973. Therefore, 1t will be
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readily understood that I can see very little
wrong with the Bill, Indeed, I see a great
deal of merit in it and I recommend its
passage.

I do not intend to traverse the contents
of the Bill hut to assure the House—if
any such assurance is needed—that the
Opposition has examined the speech notes
of the Minister and found that they ac-
curately and fully explain and justify the
amendment now sought, and I give the
measure the blessing of the Opposition,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

SALE OF LAND ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading

MR O’NEIL (East Melville—Minister for
Works) [10.36 pm.l: I move—

That the Bill be now read & second
time.

This Bill proposes {o regulate the adver-
tising and the promotion of schemes for
the sale of undivided shares in land, There
are a number ¢f ways in which a person
can acquire an interest in real estate, and
the sale of undivided shares has been
common practice for many years, An
undivided share in land may be described
a5 an interest which a person may have
in a parcel of land in common with other
persons, but which does not confer on him
the exclusive ownership of any particular
part of the parcel of land. The purchaser
of such an undivided share may receive
what has become Eknown as & “purple
title”, as evidence of owmnership of his
undivided share.

There are schemes, based on this prac-
tice, in which the purchaser is given the
right of exclusive use or occupation of a
specifled building or part of a building;
for example, a town house, home unit, or
office. There are others where a specific
commercial enterprise or development is
intended to be carried on by or on behalf
of the co-owmers; for example, the pur-
chase or development of an Income-earn-
ing property, such as a block of flats for
letting. Many of these schemes are already
controlled in some respects by the provi-
gions of divislon 5 of part IV of the Com-
panies Act, 1961-1973.

Briefly, the object of this division of
the Companies Act Is to regulate the rais-
ing of funds from the public in relation to
certain schemes which fall within the
definition of “interest" under that divislon.
A promoter of a scheme involving such
interests is obliged by the division first to
have a trust deed approved, and then to
register a prospectus-like statement which
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will inform the investor of the nature of
the interest offered and the rights and
liabilities attaching to a participant in
the scheme. The promotor is prohibited
from advertising any such interest or seek-
ing subscriptions for such an Interest ex-
cept by disseminating the prospectus itself
or by publishing information merely draw-
ing attention to the prospectus.

The division then proceeds fo provide
that only a public company may offer
such an interest to the public. That com-
pany is termed the management company
and is, in turn, obliged to enter into the
trust deed I have already mentioned,
under which a trustee approved by the
Minister is appointed to safeguard the
interests of the participants in the scheme.
The deed must contain certain covenants
by the management company and trustee
intended to further protect the rights of
the participants.

However, some schemes relating to the
sale of undivided shares in land do not
involve any precise or specific commercial
enterprise or development. Many such
schemes relate to the sale of undivided
shares in broad acres or rural land, and in
some cases the sales take place outside the
State or even outside Australia.

Numerous inquiries and complaints have
been received from individuals shout the
sale of undivided shares in land. These
inquiries and complaints have originated
locally, from interstate, from New Guinea,
and from the United States and Japan.
In almost all cases in which it has been
possible to interview the complainant, it
has been evident that he expecied to gst
a specific building lot, because of the mis-
leading nature of the gdvertising material
or because of verbal statements made to
him by salesmen at the time of the trans-

action,

Local authorities also have complained,
and that is not surprislng when one con-
siders the difficulties facing a local auth-
ority attempting to recover rates, or to
enforce fire-break requirements, or to deal
with owners when resuming portions of
land for road purposes in any instance
where the ownership of a particular
block of land is held by some 200 or more
persons, perhaps spread throughout Aus-
tralia and even overseas, each of whom
must be dealt with.

There are alarming accounts of the
practices and technigues used by the sell-
ers to market the land. Press statements
warning the loecal puhblic to exercise ex-
treme caution in such land dealings have
heen issued by fown planning Ministers
and commissioners in the past.

Two main areas of concern are the ad-
vertising and invitations assoctlated with
this type of scheme and the difficulties
arising from an excessive number of co-
pwWhners.

2307

The matter was referred to the Law Re-
form Commisslon for consideration and
recommendations on legislatlon to control
or prevent such activities.

The Bill now before the House would
implement the recommendations made by
the Law Reform Commission, as varied,
to take Into account recent amendments
to division 5 of part IV of the Companies
Act. With certain exceptions, the Bill pro-
hibits the public offering or solicliing of
offers of undivided shares 1n land or offers
of optlons to purchase.

I will deal with each of these exceptions
in more detail but the maln exception
with which I wish to deal at this stage is
tn relation to a scheme which complies
with the existing provisions of division
5 of part IV of the Companies Act.

It is envisaged that if & scheme relating
to the sale of undivided shares in land
complies with that division of the Com-
panies Act, a purchaser or intended pur-
chaser would be adequately protected in
relation to the two main areas of concern
which I have already mentloned; namely,
the advertising and invitations associated
with this type of scheme and the diffi-
cultles arising from an excessive humber
of co-owners. In relatlon to a scheme
complying with that division of the Com-
panies Act, under section 81 anly a public
company or its duly authorised agent may
issue or offer an Interest in such a scheme
to the public.

A statement which is deemed to be a
prospectus and which must comply with
all requirements relating to prospectuses
must be approved by the registrar and
issued before any offer can be made to the
public. Under section 42 of the Companies
Act, such a statement cannot be approved
by the registrar if it contalns any mis-
leading material, and under section 40 ad-
vertisements calling attentlon to any offer
of an interest in such a scheme to the
public are prohibited if they do anything
more than merely draw attention to the
prospectus-type statement which the pro-
moter is reqguired to issue.

Provision 1s made for a trust deed,
which must be approved by the registrar,
and unless there {s an approved deed it is
unlawful to issue or offer any interest In
such a scheme to the public. The deed
must appolnt a trustee company approved
by the Minister to represent the holders
of such interests. In order to obtain
approval, a deed must contain certain pro-
visions specified in the Companies Act and
regulations, and, generaily speaking, those
covenants are aimed at the supervision
of the management company and the pro-
tectlon of holders of interests. Because
this division of the Companles Act re-
quires the assets of the scheme to be
vested in the trustee, it overcomes many
of the problems arising from an excessive
number of ¢o-owners.
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I now propose to refer more specifically
to some of the more important provisions
contained in the Bill. Provisions are in-
cluded with the intention of ensuring that
new provisions dealing with the sale of
undivided shares in land will not be
avoided by devices such as resorting to op-
tlons, resorting fo trusts where the legal
interest but not the beneficial interest is
transferred out of the promoter’s hands,
and resorting to means other then public
newspapers for soliclting offers to pur-
chase or options to purchase from sections
of the public by clrculars or door-to-door
canvassing,

An endeavour is made to prevent eva-
sion of the provisions through the use of
dummies or other assoclates of the pro-
moter; although it appears to be most
complex, it is not novel and similar provi-
slons are to be found In the Companles
Act dealing with takeovers and the dis-
closure of substantial shareholdings; and
a further provision establishes that a per-
son glone or together with associales who
has sold more than three undivided shares
in land in the past 12 months 1s to be
regarded as being {n the business of sell-
ing undivided shares in land, except
where the transaction involved g common
purchaser,

The crux of this Bill is provided in
clause 5 wherein there is prohibition, ex-
cept in certain circumstances, of the pub-
lic offering or soliciting of offers or op-
tlons to purchase undivided shares of
land.

The exceptions are important and it is
appropriate that I make particular ref-
erence to them. The first, which I have
already discussed, is where the scheme
is already repulated under division 5 of
part IV of the Companies Act.

The second relates to public offers of
the sale of purple titles with which there
is a collateral right to occupy a speci-
fied bullding or part of a bullding. This
in fact used to be, before the advent of
strata titles, the common form of trans-
action for the sale of home units, but is
also used in some factory {ransactions
where the factory is physically subdivis-
ible and each purchaser acquires an ex-
clusive right to use a pertion of the fac-
tory premises. :

A third exception will permit, for ex-
ample, a private individual—as distinct
from a professlonal promoter—who has
bought, say, three undivided shares in one
of the previous beach estate schemes, to
advertise publicly one or two of them for
sale. It will also permit a person with an
undivided shareholding in a farm, block of
flats, ete., to advertise publicly that part
of his Interest is for sale where he wants
to realise on part of his shareholding. If
he wants to llguidate the whole of his
interest he ¢an advertise it publicly as be-
ing for sale, without committing an
offence, because the Bl specifically
creates a defence in those clrcumstances.

[ASSEMBLY.]

A fourth exception recognises that when
the new provisions come into operation
there may be partly-sold schemes in ex-
istence which might founder absolutely,
both for the promater and existing inves-
tors, unless the balance of the land can
be sold off. This exception applies only
where the Minister has granted an exemp-
tlon for which specific provision is made.
The date shown in the printed Bill as the
10th day of September, 1974, is the date
on which the Bill was publicly announced.

I have mentioned earlier a provision
which would have the effect of permitting
anybody to advertise publicly his total in-
terest in any land if he is intending to
dispose of it to a single purchaser. The
subsection will, however, not afford a
defence if having so offered his interest in
the land, the vendor proceeds to split his
interest on sale to more than one pur-
chaser.

The power of the Minister to grant ex-
emptions is worthy of further mention and
it is intended to permit an exemption in
respect of schemes commenced before, but
not completed at the time of, the coming
into cperation of the new provisions. The
criterin under which the Minister may
grant exemptions are reasonahly similar t{o
those already contained in the present
provisions of the Sale of Land Act.

A further new provision gives added pro-
tection to the purchaser of an undivided
share in response to an advertisement
which has infringed the key provision of
the Bill.

In conclusion, 1t is important to note
that the Blll is not directed at restricting
ar repulating sales or the selling of un-
divided shares in land. The Bill seeks only
to prohibit the public advertising or of-
fering for sale or offering to the public
options to purchase such undivided shares,
and even then, only prohibits the public
advertising or offering by persons who are
carrying on the business of promoting the
sales of undivided shares in land, or who
have in fact sold at least three such un-
divided shares in land in the previous 12
menths,

I believe the Bill represents a very sig-
nificant advance in the regulation of pro-
motional schemes of a very questionable
nature which have been a cause for con-
cern to the publie, local autherities, and
successive Governments over a lengthy
period.

I conclude by mentioning that the Min-
ister for Justice, at the suggestion of the
Hon. 1. G. Medealf, enlarged the
secope of the Bill in another place to en-
compass options to purchese, and this in-
cludes a gratuitous option to purchase,
because it was considered to be an area
which could enable unscrupulous people to
operate. While the honourable member
was somewhat concerned that the amend-
ment did not go far enough, on the other
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hand it may be asked in what manner may
a passive advertisement be encompassed
by thz Bill? This becomes, I suggest, a
question of law in the interpretation of
such wording as “as the case requires”,
“in any other manner”, and *“directly or
indirectly”, as appearing in relative clauses.
To endeavour to anticipate the nature or
approach of all conceivable types of ad-
vertisements is not a practical feasibility.

In commending the Bill t¢ members I
believe we have tightened up considerably
on the relative provisions in the principal
Act. The effect of the legislation will be
watched closely, and we will continue to
try to prevent loopholes which might still
permit abuses and to try to prevent them
in due course.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Ber-
tram.

House adjourned at 10.52 p.m.

Legialative Cmuril

Wednesday, the 16th October, 1974

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A. P.
Griffith) took the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and
read prayers.

BILLS (6)}: ASSENT
Message from the Lieutenant-Governor
and Administrator reccive@ and read
notifying assent to the following Bills—

1. Town Planning and Development
Act Amendment Biil.

2. Explosives and Dangerous Goods Act
Amendment Bill

3. Nickel Refinery {(Western Mining

Corporation Limited) Agreement
Act Amendment Bill,
4. Registration of Deeds Ordinance

Amendment Bill.
5. Evidence Act Amendment Bill,

8. Junior Farmers’ Movement
Amendment Bill.

QUESTIONS (3): ON NOTICE
1. HOUSING
Pilbara and Kimberley

The Hon. J. C. TOZER, to the Min-

ister for Justice:

(1) Is the Minister aware that his
own replies to my questions on
the subject of housing in the
North reveals that—-

{a) 25 houses will be bullt In the
Kimberley in 1974-75. and
that there were 204 outstand-
ing applications for tenancy
on the 30th September, 1974;

Act
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(b) 20 houses will be built in the
Plloara to satisfy the require-
ments of 341 outstanding ap-
plications on the same date;
and

(¢} there are 162 outstanding ap-
plications in Part/South Hed-
land alone, but only 10 homes
are being provided in 1974-75?

(2) Is the Minister aware that there
are approximately 950 families
living in caravans on a Der-
manent or semi-permanent basis
in North Province?

(3) Is the Minister satisfled with his
programme {o meet the needs of
the expanding communities in the
North?

(4) With the recent announcement of
increased availability of funds for
housing, will the Minister reassess
his northern programme in an
endeavour to ameliorate the hous-
ing crisis?

The Hon. N, McNEILL replied:

(1) No, since the figures quoted
compare all applications with
non-Aboriginal construction pro-
gramme only, The correct position
is—

(a) Kimberley-—204 applications
and 53 programmed.

(b) Pilbara—301 applications and
77 programmed.

(¢) Port/South Hedland—162 ap-
plications and 22 pro-
grammed.

(2) T am not aware of the precise
number of families living in cara-
vans in the North. It is known
that many of these families are

not secking alternate housing
through the State Housing Com-
mission,

(3} Yes, when one has regard for the
wastage in applications, the ten-
ancy turnover in existing housing
steck, and the fact that program-
mes are Dperiodically reviewed in
the light of available funds, rela-
tive needs in the various towns in
the State, and a broad aim to
keep waiting times not more than
twelve months anywhere in the
State. Based on estimated wast-
age and turnover rates from recent
experience, the situation in the
areas referred to in the question

is—
Eimberley Pilvara Pork/South
Hedland
Applications QOul-
stapding 204 a0l 162
LESS—
Under construc-
tlon ... 10 20 13
New construction 53 77 22
Turnover 20 191 150
Wastage 6L 204 85 313 41 228
Net outatanding at
end of a year ... Ni} —72 —b4



